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This year’s Inter Service Rugby Tournament was the most difficult the NZ Army Rugby team had 
faced since winning back the prestigious King George V Cup in 2004. 

The tournament was also the 90th Anniversary of when the Cup was first played for and won by 
the Army in Great Britain at the conclusion of the First World War.

In preparation for the tournament, the Army team was fortunate enough to undertake a short 
South Island tour, playing first-class representative matches against Mid Canterbury in Ashburton, 
and South Canterbury in Timaru. Although the Army team lost both of these matches, they proved 
be of great value for both the players and management team.

The 2009 team was nearly a full strength side with only a few players being unavailable due 
to either injury of operational deployments; nevertheless those selected were worthy of their 
selection.

Linton Military Camp hosted this year’s tournament for the first time since the early 90s. The 
first game for the tournament saw Army play Navy, and as to be expected from the outset Navy 
was after the scalp of Army. This was the best prepared Navy team for many years, due mainly to 
them touring the United Kingdom at the end of October to compete in the Commonwealth Cup. 
This competition involves the NZ, Australian, South African, and Royal Navies. From the whistle 
Navy came out with all guns blazing and dominated in the forwards, and quickly got out to 15 
point lead. Take nothing away from the Navy; the team played well and made the most of all 
opportunities. 

Army never gave in, and in the last quarter superior fitness came to bear and closed the gap 
to within two points. All too little, too late, with the final result of Navy 15–Army 13. Army paid 
the price for a poor start, failure to follow the game plan, and not having parity with the Navy 
forwards. This was the first loss for Army at the Services competition since 2003 and there was a 
great deal of soul-searching conducted post-game. However, all was not lost as the following day 
Navy had to face Air, who also appeared to be a lot better prepared this year.

Once again another beautiful Manawatu day dawned and the opportunity for Navy to be 
crowned as 2009 Service Rugby Champion. As usual, Navy played the forward orientated game 
using the team's larger forwards to gain dominance and possession, to manoeuvre into position 
to hopefully cross the line for a try or wait for the inevitable penalty. 

This Navy did but looked a little battle weary from the day before, and as usual the Air Force 
team showed real heart and determination and kept the opponent at bay for most of the game. 
The lead see-sawed between the two teams with Navy leading with only a few minutes to play. 
However, a last minute penalty enabled Air to clutch a 19–all draw.

That left Navy with six points, Air four and Army one. For Army to win the Cup the team had to 
beat Air and to score a minimum of five tries—and that’s what Army did to win the King George V 
Cup for an unprecedented six years in a row.

Army was far superior to when it lost to Navy, with the forwards showing more hunger, a 
stronger scrum, a better lineout, dominance of the rucks and mauls and providing good ball for 
the backs who had it all over the Air Force backline. Players who stood out in this game were  
L. Carter, R. Player and DJ Waiwai.

Six years at the top—
Army wins again

Tournament Awards:
Best Back:			   LCPL L. Carter
Best Forward:			   SPR DJ. Waiwai
Player of the Tournament:		 LCPL L. Carter

Tournament Results:
Navy 15-Army 13
Scorers for Army: PTE V. Luatua  try, SPR A. Curry penalty and conversion 

Navy 19-Air 19

Army 29-Air 11
Scorers for Army: LCPL L. Carter 3 tries, SPR A. Curry try, W02 R. Player try, SPR A. Curry 2 
conversions.

In conclusion the Army team wishes to acknowledge and thank all those responsible for 
making this tournament the success that it was, both on and off the field. They are Army 
Sport, Army Rugby Code, Commander and personnel of 2 LFG, Tournament Committee 
(LTCOL D. Jones and W02 Lloyd), PAE, team sponsors Sterling Property Investments, Style 
Inc, Kiwi Corner, Musashi, and Hart Sport.
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LCPL Jamie Makara fends off two Air Force players.

W02 Richie Player, SPR Zinzan Ransfield Kake, LCPL 
Sonny Woodmass, SPR DeeJay Waiwai in the lineout.

CPL Manu Taufa, SSGT Tom Kerekere, CPL Dauwie Morgan, 
PTE Vesi Luatua (#5) and SPR Zinzan Ransfield Kake.

SPR Deejay Waiwai (with ball) with SPR Zinzan Ransfield-Kake.

CPL Manu Taufa has possession.
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