








A TIME T0 REMEMBER AND REFLECT

Anzac Day is not a celebration. It is not a commemoration of victories that gained independence for our country, or a great battle that established our
name on the international arena, Chief of Army, Major General Rhys Jones told those attending the Dawn Ceremony in central Wellington on Anzac Day.

“Anzac Day is a time to remember and reflect on the sorrow, loss
and sacrifice that is the obligation of Nationhood, the cost of
Liberty and the price of Freedom.

“Today we remember the New Zealanders who served in the
First World War: specifically in Gallipoli, but also in Palestine and
France; those who served on the sea; and those who fought in
the air. We also remember those New Zealanders who fought
and particularly those who died in the wars before and since
1915. We also remember those soldiers and civilians from other
nations who died beside us, and who died fighting against us:
particularly the Australians and the Turks at Gallipoli.

“Those of us who stand today in perhaps the safest country on
earth must never forget what the cost of that safety has been over
the last 95 years. ANZAC Day reminds us of that cost and the
sacrifice that we as a nation must be prepared to make to ensure
our freedom.

Sacrifice, Loss and Obligation

“Ninety-five years ago men from all parts of New Zealand were
in a war on the other side of the earth, one that had provided the
horrific experiences of trench warfare, gas attacks, and modern
weaponry against old tactics. Combat troops of the Infantry and
Mounted Rifles fought beside their Australian counterparts to
forge the ANZAC legacy. These men and others in the engineers,
artillery, headquarter staff, logistic and medical troops took part
in battles that are the foundation of New Zealand and Australia’s
military heritage. New Zealanders and Australians served on
the Royal Navy ships that fought at Jutland and in the numerous
small ship battles in the North Sea. Men from here also fought
as part of the newly formed Royal Flying Corps. Women served in
the nursing and medical Corps, and in auxiliary units. Volunteers
served as civilians in the Red Cross and Salvation Army providing
support and comfort to soldiers on the battle front.

“Through personal acts of courage, initiative, daring and
determination in the face of overwhelming odds a future

A soldier at Wellington’s Dawn service.

standard was laid out for both our countries: that when faced with
injustice we would as nations do what is right — regardless of the
resistance we meet or the fears that we hold.

So itis that 95 years on, the ANZAC spirit remains strong. Anzac
Day is not about a place in New Zealand. It is about the place
in our heart and the effect that war has had on our families and
our countries. Anzac Day is about going with your parents and
grandparents to see the names of those in your family who have
died in order that you and | can live free.

Those men and women who did not return have their names
carved in stone on the memorials that stand in almost every
town and city in New Zealand. They were the sacrifice that our
small nation was forced to make as the price of liberty — and has
continued to make in the 95 years since the landings at Gallipoli.

“But sacrifice means a willing giving up of something for a
greater purpose. For the wives, children, parents, brothers, sisters
and friends of those who died it was not a sacrifice that they
made, but a loss that they suffered. As a nation we must also
remember that life is irreplaceable and that although war might be
the last resort for the preservation of independence, that decision
must never be taken lightly.

We have been fortunate that few of our wars have been directly
in defence of our shores and that war has not often come directly
onto New Zealand territory.

“Since the Colonial Wars our military has been used to protect
others, those who could not defend themselves alone. And this
reflects the other obligation that we need to realise as a nation:

It is only when the strong do what is right that there can be
justice, honour and true freedom in the world.

In 1915 New Zealand was one of the few mature democracies
in the world. New Zealand as a country shouldered the
responsibility that she saw as her obligation and sent men to
the other side of the world to fight. 95 years later New Zealand
is in a vastly different environment. New Zealand is one of over

The firing party in central Dunedin.

Long Range Desert Group veterans lan Judge and Tom
Ritchie are escorted at the Papakura Camp Anzac service.

250 independent countries and one of the smallest. Our ability

to influence the world in real terms is minimal, but that has

not diminished our desire to do what is right. New Zealand’s
international reputation and credibility in the world is not based
on our political, military or economic power, but on us consistently
doing what is morally right — in stepping up to the plate and
accepting our obligations as a responsible citizen in the world.

"ANZAC DAY FOR NEW ZEALAND
IS A TIME TO REMEMBER AND
REFLECT ON THE SORROW, LOSS,
SACRIFICE AND OBLIGATION
THAT IS THE PRICE AND COST
OF NATIONHGGD".

“We can be proud as a nation that we have not succumbed to
the temptation of using our strength to impose conformity to our
values onto others against their will. We can be proud as a nation
that our military is seen as defenders of freedom and liberty,
not as oppressors. Where New Zealanders have fought we have
brought an end to tyranny, an end to fear and an end to suffering.
There are memorials around the world that mark New Zealand’s
dead in battles where our military forces have been used to
protect others from nations that have sought to impose such
oppression, either on other countries or their own populations.

We continue to shoulder this obligation today. This very
day there will be New Zealand sailors, soldiers and airmen
commemorating ANZAC Day in the Middle East, central Asia,
Africa, South East Asia, and the Pacific.

A relative newcomer to the
New Zealand Army, Private
Henare Lee, 2/1RNZIR, was

a member of the catafalque
party at the Anzac day
commemorations in Timor-
Leste. PTE Lee, 20, talks about
his Anzac Day.

“I’ve never been part of an Anzac
Day service before, so it was pretty
intense, but it was a good experience.
Marching on felt like quite a privilege.
But | was shaking for the first 10 or 15
minutes, from nerves. Being a part of
something that important and that’s
been happening for so long was really
an honour. When it was done, it was
a real relief — especially from the pain
in my arm.

“I think it gave me a lot more
respect for people who have served
in the Army over the years.

I’'m still quite emotional about
it. Hanging out with the Aussies for
rehearsals and stuff was good fun.
Not many people can say they’ve
done an Anzac Day service with
the Aussies — and especially on
deployment too. It was very special.

“I’ve only been in the Army
about 14 months, so it was quite
a new experience for me, being on
deployment and the Anzac Service.

I knew a little bit about Anzac Day
because | had an uncle in the SAS,
but I had only every been to one other
Anzac Day service, as a civilian.

For the future I’'m happy to see how
it goes— go with the flow really—
and see what comes and take every
opportunity as it comes. I’m loving it
so far.”

Story and photo, Sergeant Brian
Hartigan, Austrailian Army

The price of liberty is eternal vigilance

We stand here this morning to remember those who helped
bring justice to the world and honour to our country.

On Anzac Day we remember three things:

e Those who went to war for our nation

e The honourable deeds that they accomplished

e But most importantly, we remember those that did not return.

Pericles, over two thousand years ago, spoke about those
Athenians who had died defending their city. He said

Take these men for your example. Like them
remember that prosperity is for the free, but freedom
is the sure possession only of those who have the
courage to defend it.

“On Anzac Day we remember those who had that courage.

In conclusion, | ask those gathered to consider fora moment
the significance of the Last Post—the familiar bugle call whose
closing bars give their valediction to the departing soldiers on
days like Anzac Day.

Its origins date to the middle ages. The "last post" signalled
that the last sentry point had been inspected of an evening, that
everything was secure and therefore the bugle call marked the
end of duty for the military day.

It is now played as a final farewell, symbolising the fact that the
duty of the departed soldiers is over and that they can finally and
eternally rest in peace.

Anzac Day is not a celebration. Itis not a commemoration of
victories that gained independence for our country, or a great
battle that established our name on the international arena.

ANZAC Day for New Zealand is a time to remember and reflect
on the sorrow, loss, sacrifice and obligation that is the price and
cost of nationhood.”

"ANZAC DAY IS NOT
ABOUT A PLACE IN
NEW ZEALAND. IT IS
ABOUT THE PLACE
IN GUR HEART"

Chief of Army, Major General Rhys Jones lays
a wreath at the Wellington War Memorial.
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Members of Fielding RSA march down the town’s main street; Gallipoli; and piper (and
Army News correspondent) Gary Parkes during the Dawn Service in Palmerston North.



MYPEOPLE

ISSUE 409 | 18 MAY 2010

=
S
S
R
=
=
=

The dawn service in downtown Tonga.

—ANZAC DAY REFLECTIONS

BY CDR GARIN GOLDING

NZDF Contingent Commander

Commander Garin Golding, RNZN, was the contingent
commander of the Defence Force Group which travelled to
Gallipoli for the 95th anniversary commemorations. His
great-grandfather, Samuel Golding, served in Gallipoli, as did
his wife’s grandfather, Victor Somerville. Visiting the place
which holds such a significant place in New Zealand’s military
history was, he says, at times overwhelming, and overall,
unforgettable.

After the Dawn Service at the ANZAC Commemorative Site
(ACS), members of the Defence Force contingent walked up to
Chunuk Bair through the battlefield. The track they followed
was significant because it was the route taken by the New
Zealand mounted regiments, all four New Zealand infantry
battalions and the Maori contingent during the August
offensive on Chunuk Bair.

The trail starts at the foot of Outpost Number Two, a
kilometre north of the ACS. On the evening of 6 August 1915,
the Maori Contingent of the New Zealand Expeditionary
Force performed the Au e ihu hymn, immediately prior to the
commencement of the New Zealand assault on Chunuk Bair.

Ninety-five years on, the Defence Force contingent re-
enacted this event with the Maori Cultural Group singing
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Chief of Defence Force, Lieutenant
General Jerry Mateparae in Gallipoli.

The Prime Minister John Key greets
Lieutenant Colonel Glenn King in Gallipoli.

the same hymn. This was followed by a karakia, and Wing
Commander Brett Marshall outlined details relating to the
helicopter accident in New Zealand earlier that day. This was
the first time the Defence Force contingent at Gallipoli were
made aware of the names of those who had lost their lives
earlier that morning. It was a very emotional moment as the
names of Flight Lieutenant Hayden Madsen, Flying Officer
Daniel Gregory and Corporal Ben Carson were read out—all
men were well known to many undertaking the walk.

OUR WALK ENDED WITH A
KARAKIA AT CHUNUK BAIR

The track from Outpost Number Two to Chunuk Bair was
developed by the Ministry for Culture and Heritage (Dr lan
McGibbon) and the Department of Conservation, and it
traverses key landmarks. One of these landmarks is Table
Top, the halfway stage of the walk. Table Top is significant
as it was where part of the Maori Contingent, attached to the
Wellington Mounted Rifles, conducted the first Maori attack in
an overseas war—a silent assault against the Turkish troops
holding the position. The post was successfully captured,
the Maori celebrating their achievement with a rousing haka,
which was reportedly heard throughout the valley. The MCG
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The Anzac dawn service at the
Auckland War Memorial Museum.

performed a silent version (actions only) of the Defence Force
haka on Table Top. The haka was performed in silence out

of respect to our Turkish hosts, who are sensitive about the
haka’s performance on the peninsula. For those privileged to
witness the sight, it was a very special moment.

From Table Top the track followed the rhododendron
ridgeline up to Chunuk Bair, this part of the track now made
famous by Colonel Malone and his Wellington Battalion.

It was on this ridgeline that Malone held his forces on 7
August, refusing an order by his superiors to continue with

a daylight attack on Chunuk Bair (he considered it suicidal
after witnessing the disastrous outcome of the Auckland
Battalion’s earlier assault), and later where, on the night of
7-8 Aug 1915, he successfully captured and held Chunuk Bair
(albeit briefly).

Our walk ended with a karakia at Chunuk Bair, a significant
landmark on the Gallipoli peninsula for all New Zealanders. It
was our defining battle of the ill-fated campaign— the highest
point captured by allied forces, and is where our primary
memorial is located.

The walk proved to be a valuable period of reflection for
the Defence Force contingent, treading over the same ground
as did our ancestors, paying respects to our fallen comrades,
both past and present.

;5:,5_,,3 Silent respect: the Maori Cultural Group perform a silent haka at Chunuk Bair.




WN 10-0084-255

' 2LT Paula Turner at the Anzac service in Le Quesnoy.

The Defence Force Maori Cultural Group performs.

Second Lieutenant Paula Turner, of 7 Wellington Hawkes Bay Battalion, attended Anzac
commemorations in Le Quesnoy, France. The fortress town of Le Quesnoy is of special significance
to New Zealand: it was liberated by Kiwi troops under heavy German artillery fire in November
1918. Second Lieutenant Turner has been in Montpelleir teaching English, and took time out to
attend the special ceremony organised by the French Embassy in New Zealand.

‘They came from the uttermost ends of the earth.’

Over the weekend of 24 and 25 April, | attended Anzac Day commemorations in a little village
in the north of France, Le Quesnoy. The capture by the New Zealand Division of the French town of
Le Quesnoy on 4 November 1918 has special significance in New Zealand’s military history. This is
not merely because it was our last major action in the Great War, but also because of the manner
of its capture after four years of German occupation. Le Quesnoy is a fortified village and it was
Lieutenant Averill and his men who scaled the walls to liberate the town.

Ever since, the people have been so grateful to New Zealanders. Each Anzac Day, the town of Le
Quesnoy remembers the actions of the Kiwis and organises a special weekend of remembrance.
On Saturday morning, we had an introduction to the relationship between New Zealand and Le
Quesnoy. We were led on a tour around the cemeteries of Beaudignies where an unknown soldier
from the NZ Rifle Brigade is buried. It was a very moving experience and at another gravesite of
only 13 graves, a French man sang on his piano accordion and then read the poem ‘In Flanders
Fields’ in English and in French. We also visited Fort de Levau which is only 10km from Belgium.

We had a dinner provided on Saturday evening and the 40 kiwis who had travelled from France,
New Zealand and England, enjoyed singing Pokarekare ana and doing a Haka, while the French
sang songs in reply.

On Sunday morning, there was a carillon bells concert then a small ceremony held in front of
the New Zealand memorial. The New Zealand memorial is a sculpture mounted onto the brick
wall showing the men scaling the walls with the quote ‘They came from the uttermost ends of
the earth.” The Anzac Day ceremony was followed by a big lunch with dignitaries and most of the
township.

The links with New Zealand are made permanent with streets named in a Kiwi flavour, such as
‘Place des All Blacks’ and ‘Rue Hélene Clark’. The whole town had made a real effort on this day
to welcome us and there were New Zealand flags lining the streets. It was a very special weekend
and the people of Le Quesnoy were incredibly hospitable. | would encourage others to visit Le
Quesnoy if they find themselves in France. | will definitely be returning for another special Anzac
Day service in the future.

Lieutenant Colonel Mike Beale, his wife, Squadron Leader Joanne Beale, and their
daughters Jorja and Stella (above)commemorated Anzac Day while they were on holiday
visiting Mike’s parents in Australia.

Mike’s father Kellie is a former New Zealand Army officer, who, with his wife Terry now lives
in Buderim on the Sunshine Coast. Mike, Joanne and their daughters travelled to Buderim to
help celebrate Kellie’s 7oth birthday, and joined in the Anzac commemorations while they
were there, with Mike addressing the local Buderim Anzac Day service.

He said it was an honour to address the service, as he had a long history involving the
Anzac tradition, and both he and his father were graduates of the Royal Military College in
Canberra.

One of the most touching moments of the Buderim Anzac commemorations was when the
World War Two veterans removed their hats as they approached LTCOL Beale during their march.
Photo: Sunshine Coast Newspapers
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SUCCESS

IN THE

SOLOMON ISLANDS

By Major lan Piercy, Senior National Officer, Solomon Islands

2 AlT -
COMBINED TASK FORCE 635 COMMANDERS

COMMENDATION PRESENTATION.

The Commanding Officer of the Combined Task Force 635,
Lieutenant Colonel David Thompson is seen here awarding
Lance Corporal Miles Romanes a Commander's Commendation
for the efforts he put into an engineering project he conducted.
The project was to survey and advise on the state of more
than 60 bridges that had been flood damaged on the island
of Malaita here in Solomon Islands. He did this while also
completing his responsibilities as a section second in
command. He produced working papers and a detailed
report on the state and damage of the bridges which was then
handed on to the Solomon Island Government for action. This
work was completed quickly and without fuss and resulted
in at least three of the surveyed bridges being closed as they
were deemed too dangerous for further use.

Both CPL Pitau and LCPL Romanes epitomize the hard
working and dedicated Defence Force personnel on
deployment who actively demonstrate Army ethos and values
in their everyday work and are to be congratulated for the
outstanding performance here while on deployment.
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Left, incoming Senior National Officer (SNO) Major lan
Piercy, is welcomed by outgoing SNO Major Stu Brown.

SKILL AT ARMS COMPETITION

Corporal J.). Pokai’s section produced the winning team effort
to take first prize in the coveted Skill at Arms Competition held
in Honiara, Solomon Islands recently. This was a test based
on the military skills of the individual and team activities that
pushed the soldiers to their limits. They were all competing
against the clock to gain the fastest overall time in a series of
military events. Fitness and organisation were the key elements
to the success of the winning section’s efforts.

There was significant time spent training throughout the
deployment to keep the soldiers’ skills at the highest levels
possible. The training was designed by the Training senior non-
commissioned officer, Staff Sergeant Francis Hampson. Not
only did he deliver training to the Kiwi platoon but also helped
design training for the rest of the military personnel based at
Guadalcanal.

CPL Pitau’s section were deserving winners and had a clear
time advantage to easily take out the competition. Itis very
satisfying as the New Zealand senior National Officer to see
Defence Force personnel excel in such activities particularly
when they are competing directly with our Australian and
Papua New Guinea comrades that made up the balance of the
Combined Task Force. All three sections in the New Zealand
Platoon who competed took out the top three places in the Skill
at Arms. A very proud moment for Defence Force personnel.

NEWCASTLE TRAINING
FOR BIO-MEDICAL TECHNICIANS

Two bio-medical technicians from Logistic Support Company
at 2nd Health Support Battalion (NZ) in Linton, received an
ideal learning opportunity recently— medical and biological
engineering training in Newcastle, Australia.

The training for technicians, Lance Corporal Mike
Illingworth, an electrical fitter and Lance Corporal Seamus
0’Grady, an electronics technician, was spread over three
days, and covered a wide variety of topics which related
directly to biomedical engineering, medical equipment, and
general safety practices.

“This training convention was an eye opener for us in that
it highlighted the importance of participating in this type of
continuation training, and to see what others are doing in
our field,” says LCPL O’Grady.

“Existing practices within New South Wales are continually
being modified to stay current, and our attendance has
increased our ability to diagnose new faults in the New

Zealand Defence Force medical equipment.

“The highlight of any training is to be able see and
appreciate what technologies are around the corner and
in this case it was a portable heart and lung machine. The
presentations on remote servicing were equally worthwhile.

OUR ATTENDANCE HAS
INCREASED GUR ABILITY TO
DIAGNGSE NEW FAULTS.

The remote servicing segment covered the servicing of
medical equipment in isolated areas such as the Northern
Territory of Australia, and the Pacific Islands. We can now
transfer this training to our future maintenance support tasks
on Exercise Tropic Twilight in Tuvalu, later this year.”

TACTICAL SCHOOL UPDATE

Tactical School recently conducted the Grade Three Staff and
Tactics Course — Extramural (G3 EM).

The course is designed to teach students to plan
Battlegroup operations including the combat service support
requirements and the preparation of written orders. It is split
into modules with assessment being conducted in Module
Two and Three. Eighteen students completed Module Two,
which conferred a Reserve Force qualification. Thirteen
students then completed Module Three which is voluntary
and if passed confers an equivalent qualification to the
internal course (regular grade three in the old terminology).

Lieutenant James Field of 3 Auckland and Northland
Battalion Group was awarded the Top Student award for
both Module Two and Three. The awards signify a sound
performance from a hard working officer.

The modular structure of the G3 EM allows students (both
Regular and Reserve) to complete course requirements over
six months with a mixture of weekend and residential blocks
as well as work in their own time. Although it is a challenge
to balance coursing commitments with personal and work
priorities, the course does allow greater flexibility than the
internal courses. The inclusion of Module Three also allows
students to attain an equivalent qualification to the students
completing the internal course—a valuable opportunity for
Reserve personnel pursuing Regular Force contracts and
operational tours and for Regular personnel who could not
complete an internal course.

The completion of the G3 EM rounded out a busy 12
months for Tactical School. In addition to the G3 (EM) the

School offers a Grade Three Internal Course (G3 I) and the
Grade Two Staff and Tactics Course in both extramural and
residential programmes (G2 | and G2 EM respectively).

In the last year 22 students have completed the G2 |
and 51 completed the G3 (across 2 internal courses and
the aforementioned EM course). The increasing number
of students who have either commissioned from the
ranks or are soldiers completing the courses in the last
year is noteworthy and reflects that All Arms tactics is not
just “general list officer’s business”. Tactical School has
continued to accept Mutual Assistance Programme students
on courses including for the first time a Vietnamese student
on the G3 1in 2009.

Other noteworthy developments at Tactical School include
an increase in consideration of countering irregular threats
within course content. The G2 | now includes four TEWTs and
two staff planning exercises in a contemporary environment,
all of which are assessed in line with the traditional
assessment of conventional operations problems. The G3
syllabus is currently undergoing similar modifications.

Tactical School is conducting a G2 | February- May in 2010
followed by a G3 | in the second half of the year concurrently
with a G3 EM . Nominations for Tactical School Courses
follow the standard system however priorities and final
approvals are confirmed by the Military Secretary. If you are
considering completing a course with Tactical School ensure
you meet the pre- course requirements, gain command chain
approval and consider taking advantage of any opportunity
to be exposed to combined arms operations and planning
prior to attending the course.




SERVIGE AND
COMMITMENT

RECOGNISED AT AUCKLAND PARADE

By Major Syd Dewes

An evening medals parade reviewed by Colonel Howie Duffy, Commander 2 Land Force
Group, was held in the Auckland Regiment Garrison Club recently. The array of medals
was impressive—they included General Service Medals for Timor-Leste, Solomon Islands,
Afghanistan, and Sinai; Operational Service and Timor—Leste Solidarity medals; and Long

Service and Good Conduct medals.

It was a very special occasion for those who gathered to support the medal recipients, all
but two of whom were Army Reservists, who came from Whangarei in the north to Hamilton
in the south, and communities in between. The Auckland Territorial Force units have been
particularly proud of the number of people they have deployed over recent years and
recognition of this recent group was clear motivation for others as evidenced by the number of
times the comment “How can | get on a deployment?” was heard.

A presentation to the Hamilton City Council was made by Brigadier (Retired) D. McGregor,

MEDALS WERE
AWARDED TO:

NZGSM Timor Leste

e Lance Corporal K.J.
Campbell, 3 Auckland
North Battalion (3 Auck
North Bn)

e Sergeant J.D. Williams,
Auckland regional Support
Centre (ARSC)

e Chaplain D. Subritzky,
ARSC

NZGSM Timor Leste and
Timor Solidarity Medal

e Lieutenant D. Young, 11/4
Battery

o Staff sergeant N.). Farrelly,
1 Signal Squadron

NZGSM Solomon Islands

e Private ).). Gordon, 3 Auck
North Bn

e PTE W.B. Henley, 1 Log Coy

e PTE P.M. MacDonald, 3
Auck North Bn

e PTE T.R. Raimona, 3 Auck
North Bn

OBE, ED, Chairman of the Northern Region Territorial Force Employer Support Committee

(TFESC), in appreciation and acknowledgement of the support provided to the Defence Force
over a number of years. The award was accepted on behalf of the Hamilton City Council by Mr

Phillip Burton, employer of Major Olly Te Ua, ED, RNZA.

The evening was also a milestone and special occasion for two junior officers; Second
Lieutenants Gabrielle Gofton and Chris Boyd, both of 1 Field Squadron, who were promoted to

Lieutenant rank.

NZGSM Afghanistan

® Major O.W. Te Ua, 11/4
Battery (now Tactics
School)

NZGSM Sinai
e LT D.F. Tilton, 1 Logistics
Company

NZ Operational Service
Medal

e PTE J.). Gordon, 3 Auck
North Bn

e PTE W.B. Henley, 1
Logistics Company

e PTE P.M. MacDonald, 3
Auck North Bn

e PTE T.R. Raimona, 3 Auck
North Bn

® SHT D.W. Williams, ARSC
e LT D.F. Tilton, 1 Log Coy

Long Service and Good
Conduct Medal
e SGT D.W. Williams, ARSC

SYSTEMS ENGINEERING WORKING GROUP

By Captain Brett Grieve

Light Armoured Vehicle (LAV) programme representatives from
United States Marine Corps(USMC), United States Army, Canada,
Australia and New Zealand met in Trentham in March to share
engineering and logistics information.

The conference enabled the NZLAV Equipment Management
Group (EMG) to acquire Battle Damage Repair engineering
information from its partners who are engaged in major re-build
projects.

Discussions were held with the US Army Stryker Brigade
Combat Team (SBCT) about their survivability upgrade
programme. New Zealand intends to adopt the Stryker energy
attenuating driver seat (a seat that can withstand blasts) once
its development is complete. The Army has already intergrated
Stryker mine protection kits and energy attenuating troop seats
on deployed NZLAV. Each of these products requires significant
capital expenditure to develop, and through the LAVUNG
relationship, we have already benefited from more than $20M in
development costs.

The pricing and lead time for each product was also greatly
reduced due to SBCT order quantities resulting in a $130,000 per
vehicle saving and being able to meet operational timeframes.

The working group consists of national presentations and

specific presentations on this year’s theme of Survivability,
Reduced Support Costs and Weight Management. The NZLAV
EMG put on a display in the SPEL workshop where attendees
got to view the Steering Bearing Flange Upgrade retrofit line,
the Turret cable tester and LAVoo1 with survivability upgrades
installed. This display was a welcome break from an otherwise
intensive week in the Messines conference centre.

The next LAVUNG Systems Engineering Working Group is in
October 2010.

Working Group attendees found the conference beneficial.

“We appreciate NZ’s contribution to LAVUNG as we share
the same turret enabling us to resolve maintenance issues
concurrently,” said John Smith, ASLAV Senior Technical Adviser.

“The USMC is very hands on in our approach to LAV
management much the same as New Zealand therefore we
enjoy discussing technical problems and find the New Zealand
contribution beneficial,” said Matthew Koneda, USMC Director of
Engineering.

“New Zealand is leading the world with its steering bearing
flange upgrade, and the information received at this LAVUNG will
assist Canada greatly as we proceed with our upgrade program,”
said Alain Hodak, Systems Engineering Manager, WLAV, Canada.

e
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PTE Henly with his proud daughter.

Mr Vince Borowicz from SPEL demonstrates the
steering shaft tool that identifies when the steering
shaft has been twisted to Major Esther Harrop and Mr
Nate Viswanathan. This tool was developed by the
SPEL LAV section, and prior to its use, twisted shafts
could not be diagnosed.
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SAPPERS T0 THE FORE IN LEVIN

WAR MEMORIAL REDEDICATION

By GARY PARKES the original dedication ceremony. He endorsed Sir Edward’s
The fact the Corps of Royal NZ Engineers held the charter comments at the time that the true memorial for those
of the former Borough of Levin did not go unnoticed at a IN Hls ADDRESS, LTC"L HART who did not return from overseas wars was the prosperous

inthet last th. i ind.
Ce;in;(c))z\é;;onewzg?h:Sre?e(:jr;cation of the Cambridge St SPUKE UF THE "‘LUSTRIUUS B b At

LTCOL Hart pointed out that from South Africa to Vietnam,

war memorial following a massive rebuild. It marked the CUMBAT HISTURY nF MA]UR all who served went of their own accord. “It was the calling of

completion on a $157,000 project to update the cenotaph

: : their time.”
plagues, which were found to have gaps in the names of local GENERAL SIR EDWARD CHAYTER, t1e'lfll’ellr_]i1:ton Engineers also had on display, among a cluster

men who had been killed overseas and also refurbish the

fvi d hicles, ially ad d
Ce?l?t:l?ht;:isg:tl:j;ll honours about 240 soldiers, sailors WHU UFFICIATED AT THE \(’)Vitvf:n;:ie;tr;l n\lls\t/?rzznb\l/:del.‘caensd Iii?]zz;feryl?ghirgpfer;ﬁ\c/mal
and airn,wen from the small district killed in the line ofyduty. URIGINAL DEDICATIUN CEREMONY. vehicle, whose crews were kept busy explaining the

The ceremony’s format was a re-enactment of the modern “battle taxis” to ex-servicemen and many intrigued

programme when it was first dedicated, on April 24, 1923. youngsters.

Except this year the proceedings were opened by an RNZAF accompanied by the Regimental Sergeant Major, Warrant Adding to the Army’s presence was the Pipes & Drums of

Iroquois in a fly-past salute. Officer Class One Shane Vooght. the 5th Wellington West Coast and Taranaki Battalion Group,
Guest speaker was the 2nd Engineer Regiment’s In his address, LTCOL Hart spoke of the illustrious combat which entertained with a short concert after the formal

Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Todd Hart, who was history of Major General Sir Edward Chayter, who officiated at ~ proceedings were completed

r ¥ S8 . ﬁ-‘
Accompanied by the Mayor Horowhenua District, Brendan Duffy, the A tenor drummer of the Pipes & Drums of 5 Wellington West Coast Taranaki Battalion is framed

Commanding Officer 2 Engineer Regiment LTCOL Todd Hart salutes after laying a by the bass drum as the band delivers a recital following the cenotaph rededication ceremony.
wreath on the newly-refurbished Levin War Memorial the day before Anzac Day. The artwork on the band's handsome suite of drums was carried out by a Levin sign writer.

NEW ZEALAND

CADET FORCES PRES

ENTATION

Associate Minister of Defence Heather Roy (left) presented
Lieutenant David Jones of the New Zealand Cadet Force
with the Inaugural 2010 New Zealander of the Year
Certificate of Achievement, awarded in the Local Hero
category for his work with the City of Lower Hutt Cadet Unit.

LIEUTENANT DAVID JONES
WAS PRESENTED WITH
THE INAUGURAL 2010
NEW ZEALANDER OF THE
YEAR CERTIFICATE OF
ACHIEVEMENT.

LT Jones commissioned in 2006 after serving over 23
years with the RAF. In February 2008 he was approached
by HQCF (MA] Carruthers) to reinstate his commission and
return to run the Central Lower Hutt Cadet Unit. The Unit
now has four officers with a further two to commission this
year, and 30 cadets.

The Minster also presented a number of Proficiency
Badges to cadets and inspected the parade. She
commented that she had enjoyed her visit and was very
impressed with the standard of drill.




THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE

THE PHOTOGRAPHIC HISTORY OF AN AMERICAN TRIUMPH

BY JOHN R. BRUNING

Reviewed by Lieutenant Colonel Terry Kinloch

This large-format book tells the story, from an American
perspective, of Adolf Hitler’s last desperate gamble in the winter
of 1944/ 45 - a major land offensive through the Ardennes into
Belgium against the unsuspecting American Army that came

to be known as the Battle of the Bulge. At first, many panicked
Americans fled or surrendered to the advancing German
armoured and infantry forces, but, as time passed and order
returned to the battlefield, the Americans halted the enemy
advance and then pushed it back beyond its start line. Nearly
one million men (including 31 American divisions) fought

on both sides for four weeks in the snow and cold along the
German-Belgian border before the superior combat power of
the American and British forces prevailed against the exhausted
Germans. It was the largest single battle ever fought by the

U.S. Army, and it was Hitler’s last major offensive - his ‘death
spasm’, in the author’s words.

This is a magnificently presented and profusely illustrated
book, containing many excellent colour and black and white
photographs taken by American combat cameramen, many of
which this reviewer has not seen before. The many maps are
large format and in colour, and they use standard military map
symbols from that period. Although full of detail, the double-
page maps are spoilt somewhat by wide blank sections in the
centre of the maps.

Although the author, John R. Bruning, is a well-known
military historian in the United States, he will not be familiar
to most readers here. In his preface, he states that he is not an
unbiased historian. His high regard for the American soldier
shines through on every page of this book. As you might expect,
he sees similarities between the Gls of 1944 and the American
soldiers he works with today. The lesson that Bruning takes
from the story of the battle in the Ardennes is that, on the
whole, American soldiers don’t quit, cave in or get intimidated.
They master fear and panic. Not all of them rise to the occasion
in time of crisis, of course, but enough of them do to save the
day. Bruning states, ‘to truly understand the character of an
army, watch it when it is faced with adversity and despair. See
how it reacts then.’ Further, ‘An army reflects the society that
created it, and over time only their uniforms have changed. The

THE BRTTLE
OF THE BULGE

THE PHOTOGRAPHIC HISTORY
OF AN AMERICAN TRIUMPH

commitment, courage, and endurance in the face of extreme
adversity remains the same.’

This book is written by an American for American readers, but
it has wider application. New Zealand’s military history has many
smaller-scale equivalents of the Battle of the Bulge, in which our
soldiers faced ‘extreme adversity’ and the imminent likelihood
of death, injury or capture: Gallipoli, Passchendaele, Ayun Kara,
Crete, Ruweisat Ridge and Cassino spring to mind. Although a
few New Zealanders wavered or failed these tests, our military
forces as a whole demonstrated that same commitment, courage
and endurance that Bruning describes for his Gls.

This book makes a valuable contribution to the history of
the Second World War, and it is recommended reading for New
Zealanders with an interest in wider military history.

¢ LTCOL Kinloch is a historian and serving Army Officer.
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CROSSWORD

ACROSS:
1 Where the US soldier’s GI
title came from (7.,5)

4 Encourage

5 Fleshy lobe at back of the
soft palate

7 Save trip (anag)

8 Embankment

9 Explosions

6 Mature people
11 Prepared state
12 Protection

10 Mid-East nation 13 Yield

12 Slightly open 16 A form of oxygen

13 Bishop’s district 18 Eagle claw

14 Trains

15 Narrowminded

17 Mock attacks PREVIOUS PUZZLE
19 Atop

20 Circular shade from the
elements
21 Returning to civvy street

DOWN:
2 Signup
3 Listenin

Reviewed by Sarah Chandler

As the attention of the West shifts away from Irag and
increasingly towards Afghanistan, The Good Soldiers is a
timely and quite exceptional insight into the experiences of
US soldiers in Iraq at the height of George W. Bush’s 'surge'
. Beginning in early 2007, the ‘surge’ involved sending an
extra 20,000 US troops to Iraq in the hope of quashing
sectarian violence.

Washington Post reporter (and Pulitzer prize winner) David
Finkel embedded for eight months in Iraq with 800 US soldiers
from an infantry battalion known as the ‘2-16’ rangers, which
deployed to Rastimayah at the height of surge.

THE GOOD SOLDIERS

IS A TIMELY AND QUITE
EXCEPTIONAL INSIGHT INTO
THE EXPERIENCES OF US
SOLDIERS IN IRAQ.

The average age of the soldiers in the 2-16 was nineteen.
They had trained at Fort Riley, Kansas, and were led by
Lieutenant Colonel Ralph Kauzlarich, whose catch-phrase
"it's all good" soon sounds “preposterously optimistic"
against the backdrop of lost limbs, burned bodies and
scattered brains of more than a dozen of his soldiers.

One thing this book really hammers home is the nature
of modern war; the lack of a ‘front line’, the fear of losing
life or limb to insidious roadside bombs, the Improvised
Exploding Device (IED) and Explosively formed Penetrator
(EFP), the weapons of choice in insurgent attacks in Irag and

GGGD SOLDIERS

BY DAVID FINKEL

Afghanistan; the difficulty in determining ‘the enemy’ which
in this case makes the US soldiers’ relationship with Iraqgi
civilians particularly fraught. Despite Kauzlarich’s relentless
attempts to get on side with the citizens of Rastimayah, there
is very little trust, even between soldiers and children.

Finkel masterfully tracks the slow but obvious shift in the
soldiers’ demeanours over the course of the deployment.
What starts as patriotic eagerness and a firm belief the
Americans are assisting the Iragi people attain “self
sustainability”, ends in disillusionment with command, and
the constant fear of getting an arm or leg blown off every time
they go out on patrol. (Finkel describes how some soldiers
would arrange themselves in odd positions in the Humvee
trucks, so that if a roadside bomb struck they would lose
only one foot, instead of two). Not surprisingly, it wasn’t long
before Lieutenant Colonel Kauzlarich was being referred to as
“Lost Kauz”.

The Good Soldiers also emphasises the discord between
how the war was perceived in Washington, and how it was
perceived in Irag. “In the United States, the news was all
macro rather than micro,” or as one soldier told Finkel, “There
[Washington] the war was a point of discussion. Here the war
was the war.”

Unlike some war correspondents, Finkel doesn’t seem to be
pursuing any agenda or even trying to impart a moral lesson;
he writes what he sees. What he sees is not pretty. Indeed,
his graphic descriptions of injuries and trauma become
nauseating — and yet, because these stories are true, as a
reader you would feel bad looking away; it would be insulting
to skip the gory bits of this remarkable book.

eSarah Chandler is a Defence Communications Group
Senior Writer

David

Finkel
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1918 YEAR OF VICTORY.

THE END OF THE GREAT WAR AND THE SHAPING OF HISTORY

EDITED BY ASHLEY EKINS.

Reviewed by Major Neil Bleasdale

To mark the goth anniversary of the end of the First World
War an international conference was held at the Australian
War Memorial. This book is the product of that conference,
with one chapter per presentation. This approach is
unfortunate because there is no unified voice (more on this
later). Understandably, being an Australian conference,
there is a slight bias in favour of our closest ally, but we
don’t miss out. Our own Glynn Harper presented on New
Zealand’s drawn-out battle for Bapaume.

The book’s primary focus is on the Western Front. There
is scant mention of the war in Italy, the Middle East orin
East Africa. But even so, and quite surprisingly too given
the ‘Anglo’ nationality of the majority of presenters, other
perspectives are also presented. The efforts of the French
and Americans are analysed, and there are also chapters on
the naval and air wars.

1918 was a fascinating year. It is perhaps best
remembered for the great military manoeuvres on the
Western Front — the German spring offensive, followed by the
Allied counter-thrust up to and through the Hindenberg Line
in which Empire troops from Canada, Australia and NZ played
a leading role. And of course, the eventual (inevitable?)
collapse of the Central Powers — both militarily and at home
(the infamous ‘Stab in the Back’) leading to the “peace”
settlement that was supposed to make this “the War to End
all Wars”. But what perhaps makes 1918 so fascinating is
that it would have been a brave man who in November 1917
predicted that within the year the Central Powers would
collapse and/or the Allies would have emerged victorious on
the battlefield. The war, and as a consequence the world,

changed rapidly in 1918. This book looks at that change from
15 different perspectives.

However, 15 diverse perspectives do not promote a
coherent whole. Whilst | enjoyed having the opportunity
to make up my own mind on the evidence presented in this
book, I still felt ill-prepared for the task. | had no means of
weighing the relative points of view. Did it end because the
Germans collapsed (Robin Prior’s view) or because the Allies
finally learned how to fight (Gary Sheffield’s opinion)? Were
the great land battles on the Western Front totally pointless
because the war was actually won by naval blockade, or was
the outcome preordained because of the inherent design
flaws in the Kaiserreich? (Stevens and Goldrick vs. Winter)
Was the perceived difference between the Armistice and the
Treaty of Versailles so great that WWII was inevitable? And
so forth. What | found to be missing was a ‘unifying’ voice.
An interlocutor who pulled the strands together would have
added greatly to the books overall impact.

Initially, I thought that the final chapter (“Ninety Years On”)
was going to unify, only to be disappointed. Nevertheless,
from an historian’s perspective, | found that this final chapter
was worth the book price, for it gave an interesting summary
on how our perspective of the same event (ie. WWI) has
changed overtime according to the research conducted and
the style of history that is in vogue at the time. This chapter,
and the section on “Suggested Further Reading” which is set
out in sections that relate back to the presentations, have
whet my appetite to learn more, and for this reason alone |
recommend this book as a worthy addition to your library.

* Major Bleasdale is a serving Army Officer

1918

YEAR OF VICTORY
T

The end of the Great War
and the shaping of history

edited by Ashley Ekins

address) to Hugh Vercoe:

hugh@vercoes.co.nz
or

CAIDINGIADISGUNNERS

Come and join Us!

Ow 79tk March 2077
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All past and present gunners, RF or TF, whether you served the
Waikato guns or not, you are welcome to join us,

If you are interested in receiving regular newsletters about this
event simply advise your contact details (e-mail or postal

PO Box 246 Morrinsville, 3300

REGT NO RANK
B1001191 SSGT
N1007366 SGT
E52513 WO1
F998688 SSGT
X1007283 SGT
A1011793 LBDR
L1011044 SGT
F1017318 CPL
K1017483 CPL
W1019702 CPL
V1004613 LCPL
M1020406 LCPL
Y1017358 CPL
R1008956 CPL
H1021023 LCPL
G190722 SSGT
A997970 SGT
U1015560 CPL
F52031 W02
M55533 WO2
Y756331 W02
V55173 W02
M1016128 LCPL
B1016509 CPL
X1003534 SGT
K1015896 LCPL
H1015756 LCPL
C1019224 LCPL
V997299 W02
P1014658 LCPL
D1018696 CPL
N1024133 LCPL
W1024440 LCPL
D1023894 LCPL
U1020505 LCPL
H992848 W02
K1021025 LCPL

INITS SURNAME EFFECTIVE CORPS
SM MONTGOMERY 8-Feb-10 RNZAC
SJ BURNS 25-Feb-10 RNZALR
JJ LLOYD 14-Dec-09 NZAPTC
NP WARNER 11-Dec-09 NZAPTC
DP BRIXTON 5-Feb-10 RNZIR
DGJ WILLIAMSON 1-Dec-09 RNZA

K CARTER 25-Nov-09 NZAPTC
LB TE REO 5-Mar-10 RNZALR
T OLTACHES 25-Mar-10 RNZALR
JIL SUTTON 6-Apr-10 RNZALR
1B REYNOLDS 29-Mar-10 RNZE
CA LABONE 1-Apr-10 RNZIR
KM TOWNSEND 9-Apr-10 RNZALR
GD PARK 8-Apr-10 RNZALR
D TAU 9-Apr-10 RNZAC
A MORRIS 12-Apr-10 RNZALR
SD MILLAR 1-Apr-10 RNZAMC
] SULLIVAN 13-Apr-10 RNZSIGS
D) O'CARROLL 10-Mar-10 RNZALR
TK HOWARD 10-Mar-10 RNZALR
G BUCKINGHAM 7-Dec-09 RNZALR
AE BRILL 10-Mar-10 RNZALR
JA KERNOT 23-Apr-10 RNZALR
DE KANARIS 22-Apr-10 RNZALR
PM CHEATER 23-Apr-10 RNZIR
™ HARDWICK 7-Apr-10 RNZALR
D DENTON-GILES 7-Apr-10 RNZALR
BA WALLACE 7-Apr-10 RNZALR
TR SORENSEN 2-Apr-10 RNZAC
MR DAVIS 19-Apr-10 RNZALR
CGC MCLAREN 6-Apr-10 RNZALR
LJK BELAY 30-Apr-10 RNZALR
JPC CARTER 30-Apr-10 RNZALR
D MESZAROS 18-Feb-10 RNZALR
RE WELLINGTON 25-Mar-10 RNZALR
Al LOWE 10-Mar-10 RNZALR
BT VOSPER 30-Apr-10 RNZAC



MEN’S
SOFTBALL

By Flight Lieutenant Brent Collier and Flight Sergeant Chris
Mitchell

Softballers from the Defence Force gathered at Burnham
Military Camp to prepare for the New Zealand National Interclub
Tournament, held in Christchurch in March. The players,
coaching staff, and management were selected during the
fiercely contested Interservice Tournament held in Whenuapai in
December 2009.

Preparations for the tournament started with an intensive
training camp, designed to ‘gel’ the team together before facing
the best club teams in New Zealand. Although only three days of
training were available to the side, a well-planned programme
(consisting of gym sessions, diamond work, batting coaching,
fielding drills, and team building activities) ensured maximum
benefit was gained by all. The training camp was rounded-off
with a game of ‘ambrose’ golf, proving to the team that they had
been chosen for their softball skills and not their golfing ability!

The first game was a great, albeit slightly humbling,
introduction to the level of play required to be competitive at the
tournament. It was against one of top club sides in the country,
Miramar. Right from the start the Defence Force proved that we
were here to play and not be the tournament easy-beats. We
showed some great defence to hold a strong Miramar batting
line-up to just four runs up until the last innings while managing
to squeeze one run in ourselves. Miramar’s Black Sox pitcher did
a great job to keep our batters tied up. A home run in the final
innings with two runners on base gave Miramar a comfortable
7-1win, but they knew they had been in a ball game.

Our next five games were all against tough opposition and
we narrowly lost by a close margin, which resulted in us being
placed in the third division. Our defence was generally of a high
standard and our hitting was improving with each game. We
knew we had the goods and that it was just a matter of putting
everything that we’d learned during the week into practice. We
managed to get into our winning stride beating Stoke (Nelson)
9 — 2 and Demons (Southland) 2 — 1 to win through to the third
division play-offs.
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Despite all sorts of talk from the coaches about how we’d
done well to get to the semi and Cardinals (Hutt Valley) would
be tough ... the boys knew differently. We were on a high
and put on an excellent hitting and fielding display against a
competitive Cardinals side. We ran out winners 9 — 2 under
the mercy rule to take us through to the final. If we had any
doubts previously about whether or not we were good enough
to compete at this tournament, then those doubts were well
and truly erased by now. Beating Cardinals was a great result for
Defence Force Softball.

DEFENCE FORCE PROVED THAT
WE WERE HERE TG PLAY

The final was against Albion from Christchurch. We knew we
were in for a tough game having lost to them 6-5 in round robin
play — and were not disappointed. Albion went ahead scoring
one run in the second inning and another in the fourth. Despite
numerous opportunities, it wasn’t until the sixth innings that we
were able to score. Through some disciplined hitting and great
base-running, we managed to tie the game up 2-2. No runs were
scored in the seventh innings so the game went into a tiebreak.
This is what you play the game for, the high pressure scenario
of playing a tiebreak in a final. Despite some good bunting we
were unable to bring our runner in with him being called out
sliding into home plate. Albion on the other hand took the game
to us and a home-run to deep centre right won them the game.
Despite the loss our boys were still pretty stoked. We’d won
through to the final and it was a huge improvement on 2009.

We were graced with a great management team and thanks
should go to Flight Sergeant Mike Thomas, Major Clayton
Willocks, Warrant Officer Rob Chee, Warrant Officer lan Ditfort
and Mrs Rose Williams for bringing a great bunch of lads
together and guiding us through a great week of softball. Also
thanks to CDF and the NZDF Sports committee for allowing us to
participate in the tournament.
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Eight students from within the Army, including Lieutenant
Eamonn Lowe, gathered for a challenging and rewarding week
of rock climbing at some of New Zealand’s premier and rock
climbing destinations—Wanaka, Queenstown, Castle Hill and
the Mt Cook area recently. Here LT Lowe explains the highs and
the lows of what turned out to be an engrossing week.

“Our course included a mix of ranks and trades, a civilian
employee and, surprisingly, two students trying to overcome
their fears of heights!

There was a degree of apprehension as we arrived at the Army
Adventurous Training Centre (AATC) as we all thought about
the challenges that lay ahead for the week. The apprehension
was reinforced by our instructors Mr. Paul “Stevo” Stevens and
Staff Sergeant Carl “Arab” Ahradsen as they introduced us to
the course objectives that included controlling our behavior
and decision making under stress, and then applying the
principals of the psychology of peak performance to control our
behaviour. Stevo emphasized that we would all be taken out
of our comfort zone and significantly challenged to achieve the
course objectives, despite previous experience or our perceived
confidence.

After driving from Burnham to Wanaka, we moved into our
accommodation at the Wanaka Leave Centre and prepared
for the climbing to follow. Our first day of climbing was in the
West Matukituki Valley at one of Wanaka’s popular beginner
areas called The Bakehouse. The location lived up to its name
as the rock wall baked in the sun on a cloudless day. Those
of us new to rock climbing were taught the skills involved in
lead climbing on fixed protection. This is when the climber is
tied into the rope and drags it up the wall as they climb with
their belayer at the bottom. The climber protects themselves
from falling to the ground by clipping the rope into bolts drilled
into the rock as they climb. Generally most people are familiar
with climbing on a Top Rope where the climber is tied into a
rope that goes through an anchor at the top of the climb and
back down to the belayer on the ground. Therefore top roping
significantly reduces the distance a climber could fall compared
to lead climbing. With this in mind the idea of falling while lead
climbing resulted in the course question of the week — “You
want us to do what?”

Adding to our new found fear of falling between bolts, along
with a general fear of heights, we reluctantly took to our first
climbs. The question of “You want us to do what?” echoed again
as Stevo and Arab pointed out what we would be climbing—
almost vertical rock with holds just big enough for fingertips and
toes. During the first day our confidence gradually increased as
we all experienced falls reassuring us that the rope, bolts, and
our belayer all work and the worst we would suffer was the odd
bruised elbow or knee and a little grazing from hitting the wall.

The next two days of climbing allowed us to experience
different climbing areas around Wanaka and Queenstown with
one highlight being an afternoon at Wye Creek. Wye Creek is
on the western face of the Remarkable Ranges and is fantastic
climbing with a backdrop of Lake Wakatipu and Queenstown
in the distance. The climbing was different to our previous
experience in Wanaka, as the location is exposed on the side of
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From left, the crew at the top of Sebastopol Bluffs,
Mt Cook area: Corporal Stace Tahere, Sapper Willy
Mac Innes, Lance Corporal Sarah Matthews, LCPL
Tus Tuhi, SSGT Carl Ahradsen Sally-Anne Downes,
and LT Eamonn Lowe.

Anne Downes belays at Wanaka.
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a mountain range and the climbs were up to thirty metres high.

We would all be challenged over these two days as Stevo
and Arab consistently found higher climbs, more difficult
climbs, or different climbing techniques depending on how
we progressed. These challenges were debriefed each night as
we applied our experiences to the course objectives. We then
developed strategies to deal with the stress of these challenges,
allowing us to improve our climbing. For me these strategies are
now engrained in my mind for work application after the course.

Personally my week was rewarding in more ways than
one. | originally asked to do the course because of an active
interest in climbing outside of work; therefore | was hoping to
enjoy a week of climbing in some great locations and improve
my climbing with instruction from the highly experienced
instructors. Although | achieved my original goals, | was
surprised that the development and application of the learning
objectives was one of the course highlights for me. It was my
first exposure to the Army Leadership Framework and it was
without a doubt the most rewarding leadership training | have
had. The way | reacted to different situations on the course
directly paralleled reactions | have had in challenging situations
in the Army both in New Zealand and on operations. | now have
a better understanding of how | react to stress, how it affects
my thought processes, and most importantly what strategies
and techniques | can apply to better manage my behavior if | am
“feeling the heat”.

We were given a final opportunity as we traveled back to
Burnham from Wanaka for a final challenge. Again the question
of the week was asked— “You want us to do what?” as Stevo
and Arab explained that we would stop at Sebastopol Bluffs
overlooking Mt Cook village to complete a multi pitch climb.
This involved climbing three pitches of approximately thirty
metres each and clipping into an anchor of two bolts drilled
into the wall at the top of each pitch as we climbed and belayed
between pitches. The exposure was overwhelming, with a
sheer drop of ninety metres below us and being dwarfed by the
Southern Alps overlooking Mt Cook Village. This was yet another
challenging step up from our earlier climbing during the week
and was a fantastic way to finish the week.

Having now reflected on my experience throughout the
course, | believe it was one of the most beneficial training
activities | have had. The instructors found ways to challenge
me and push me out of my comfort zone despite my previous
climbing experience, allowing me to apply the course objectives
the same way as the other students who were completely new
to climbing. If anyone has the opportunity to attend a similar
course | highly recommend it. Being outside in an unfamiliar
environment provides a unique learning environment that
challenges people in an obviously different way to what is
normally experienced in our daily lives. The training then
provides the opportunity to develop skills to manage the
experience and apply this back to our day to day job. Based
on my short experience with the Army, | believe anyone in
a leadership position will benefit from a similar learning
experience to what | had on this course.

Photos: Paul Stevens
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2010 INTER REGIUNAI.S COMPETITION

By Major Rob Te Moana and Lieutenant Colonel Mike Beale
Forty road riders and 22 mountain bikers from throughout the country lined up for the third
unofficial inter regional annual Road and Mountain Bike (MTB) race series in the Upper Hutt area
in mid April.

The road race was on 10 April, and the mountain bike series the following day. Numbers were
slightly lower then anticipated with many regular New Zealand Army Cycling riders absent due
to work and family commitments. Road and MTB participation this year represented again an
increase on previous year’s numbers and importantly, a huge increase in women’s participation
with nine female riders taking part in the Open/Veterans and Novice road categories and in the
MTB event riding equally alongside their male counterparts.

An increase in first time riders saw a large field in the Novice grade which demonstrated an
increased awareness of a popular international and national sport. Invitations were extended
to the other Services and NZ Police riders, with a good turnout from Police and RNZAF to provide
some friendly inter-service rivalry throughout the weekend. Upper Hutt turned on brilliant weather
for both days.

ROAD

With a carnival atmosphere and excellent riding conditions, the Hutt Valley area produced pristine
riding conditions on Saturday for a two stage, one day tour competition involving a Criterium
graded race, and a 36km (Open/Vets and Novice) and 6o km (Elite) graded road race.

The ideal riding conditions in the first stage involving the Criterium race produced some
excellent, fast efforts with high octane sprint finishes by many riders. In the Novice grade,
Lieutenant 'Bethy' Bathsheba Turton, aka Turtle, from Waiouru went fast and hard from the start
and lead the peleton with NZ Police rider Angela Kriel working hard to bridge the gap with Beth.

Northern Region’s tactic, in the Open/Vets Grade, of having a fresh rider ready for the final
sprint saw 2009 road winner Jeremy Drummond (Trentham/Logistics Executive) making a
surprising final sprint for 1st place finishing ahead of race hot favourites. The Elite Grade provided
some great entertaining and fast racing with Army, RNZAF and Police riders tussling it out in the
30 minute fast pace race. Southern’s riders, Hamish Wright and Mark Lewis managed to lead the
pack around the challenging 800 metre circuit across the finishing line taking out 1st and 2nd
place respectively with Brett Grieve picking up 3rd place.

After lunch competitors then moved up to the Whitemans Valley area to take part in the road
stage. The undulating, roller coaster but fast 35km loop course with speeds averaging between
35 — okm/hour, saw all grades and teams fighting for finishing positions. The Open/Vets Grade
saw Central beat the Northern riders by using sound team/peleton tactics that worked to take
out the top two finishing positions. The Elite grade proved to be a fantastic tussle again between
southern riders, LT Hamish Wright and Mark Lewis being lead out by RNZAF guest rider Leading
Aircraftman Darren Cole, just finishing ahead of Mark with a time of 1hr 36.46 and Mark 1hr 36.47,
while the remainder of the riders battled it out at the rear of the lead.

Overall regional results saw Central Region reluctantly handing over the Road trophy to
deserving 2010 winners’ Northern region. Of note is Southern region taking out the Elite grade by
points in both the Criterium and Road stages.

OVERALL ARMY ROAD RESULTS
ELITE

Criterium Army Final Placings

1. Hamish Wright (Southern)
2. Mark Lewis (Southern)
3. Brett Grieve (Northern)

OPEN/VETS

Criterium Army Final Placing

Road Stage Army Final Placings
1. Mark Lewis (Southern)

2. Hamish Wright (Southern)

3. Brett Grieve (Northern)

Road Stage Army Final Placings

1. Jeremy Drummond (Northern)
2. Dave Carmody (Central)

1. Dave Carmody (Central)
2. Kevin Rolleston (Central)

3. Manuel Dalton (Northern) 3. Manuel Dalton (Northern)

NOVICE

Final Criterium Placing

Road Stage Final Placings

1. Beth Turton (Northern)
2. Geoff Chamberlain (Northern)
3. Peter Boyle (Northern)

1. Beth Turton (Northern)
2. Haley McLaren (Central)
3. Fay McGregor (Northern)

OVERALL REGIONAL ROAD RESULTS

Northern Region

Central Region Southern Region

1st (730 pts) 2nd (690 pts) 3rd (400 pts)

MOUNTAIN BIKE RACES

The inter-regional mountain bike race saw a record turn out of more than 22 competitors from

the Army and RNZAF, including four women. The day dawned crisp but clear as the various
competitors arrived and confirmed their registration at the famous Karapoti Gorge. The Army
branded riders and start line Bike Hutt flags drew a positive response from the numerous other
recreational users, from hunters to trail riders as the riders headed into the gorge. After a slight
delay to let a couple of motor bike riders get clear of the start the twenty plus red and black clad
riders crossed the start line and headed into the hills. Glenn Kirk set the early pace using his road
legs to push Brett Grieve, Matt Savage and Mark Blythen. The women’s race was lead out by the
self proclaimed novice 'Bethy' Bathsheba who proved to be a very capable dark horse putting the
more experienced female riders under pressure throughout the race.

The exit from the gorge saw the first of the four major hill climbs which tested riders to find who
had the climbing skills, fitness and strength. The leaders soon crested the second hill section
and headed into the first down hill section which included a short bike carry where the logging
track realignment was still being finished. Riders then headed down into the most interesting
part of the course; Clark’s Creek Valley. The ‘Valley’ would prove extra challenging for a couple of
leading riders. Matt Savage suffered an ‘off’ injuring his shoulder but carried on despite the pain,
and a puncture saw 'Bethy' Bathsheba drop back a place as Anique Blythen took the lead. Atthe
halfway point through Clark’s Creek Valley the fast flowing single track changed again to a climb
following the 4WD track to Three Skulls Road as the third and last hill climb section. With the sun
well up and the temperatures rising the sweat really started to pour out of our competitors.

The final eight kilometres included a couple steeper and at times treacherous down hill
sections back to the start / finish line. The final section of the race was not finished with the
riders, a tricky corner was missed by a few leaders causing some navigational issues, and a
couple of near ‘offs’ were skillfully avoided. Others suffered punctures, including three for Chris
Fitzwater who was forced to run over the finish line with his bike having used both his spare inner
tubes before getting a third puncture.

The Regional title went to Northern (Wellington Waiouru and Auckland) with Southern second
Central third.

OVERALL ARMY MTB RESULTS

WOMEN

Place Name Time Region

1st Anique Blythen 1.46.40 Northern

2nd Beth Turton 1.50.54 Northern

3rd Kirstine Collins 1.56.30 Southern

MEN

Place Name Time Region

1st Brett Grieve 1.21.26 Northern

2nd Mark Lewis 1.24.21 Southern

3rd Mark Blythen 1.29.10 Northern

OVERALL

Northern Region Central Region Southern Region

1st (31pts) 3rd (8pts) 2nd (18pts)
SUMMARY

A special thanks also goes to our 2010 NZ Army Cycling sponsors, Bike Hutt of Upper Hutt, Bright
Spark of Wellington, Pete McLeod Edgley Electrical, Bits Infrastructure of Lower Hutt and Liz Smith
of Wellington for their support to NZ Army Cycling and making this year’s Inter-Regional’s a major
success.

Detailed results from the 2010 Army Cycling Regional’s can be found in the Army Cycling NZDF
Intranet Site at the following link:

http://communities/Sport/Lists/2010%20InterReionals%20Registration/Road%20Stage%20
Final%20CRIT%20Results.aspx

The 2011 Cycling Inter-Regionals will be held in Palmerston North and will be hosted by Central
region. Further detail including other 2010 events for those interested in riding as part of the
growing family of NZ Army Cyclists in events later in the year can be found at the NZ Army Cycling
Intranet Homepage: http://communities/Sport/ArmyPages/Sport/Cycling/Homepage.aspx

AN INCREASE IN FIRST TIME RIDERS SAW A LARGE
FIELD IN THE NOVICE GRADE WHICH DEMONSTRATED
AN INCREASED AWARENESS OF THE SPORT
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s An unexpected drenching.

Jeff and Hannah Carson of Palmerston North.

Private Hoff Hoffman from 3 Workshops Company.

The opportunity to ride 40,000 hectares of ‘Army No Go Zone’ was just too good to miss, so when
approached by the Offlimits Charitable Trust to be involved with The Tekapo Tamer there was little
debate — we at Honda Riders Club, were keen as mustard!

Offlimits is a charitable trust recently established by a small band of Army and former Army
officials, including Dave Greenslade who is connected with the Honda Riders Club and Warrant
Officer Class One Mike Ross who is an accomplished off road rider and previous Enduro and ISDE
competitor.

The purpose of Offlimits is to raise funds for New Zealand soldiers to participate in multisport
activities and is the brand under which outdoor action events are conducted for the New Zealand
public at the Army Training area at Waiouru (North Island) and Tekapo (South Island).

The initial reccie last October gave us the lie of the land and the opportunity to meet owners of
Glenmore, Braemar and Balmoral Stations. By linking the Army land with the private land on the
neighbouring stations, Tekapo Tamer was ‘locked and loaded’ as a quality event scheduled for
29 — 31 January 2010. Our plans to include a 9okm loop were thwarted, when marking out the
tracks the week preceding the event led to the discovery of a number of ‘blinds’—unexploded
bombs, identifiable by their tails sticking out of the ground! It was a case of ‘stay clear’. However
with seven tracks, a kids’ loop and over 160 kms of track there was a wide variety of terrain and
tracks available.

THE PURPOSE OF OFFLIMITS IS TO RAISE FUNDS
FOR NEW ZEALAND SOLDIERS TO PARTICIPATE
IN MULTISPORT ACTIVITIES AND IS THE BRAND
UNDER WHICH OUTDGGR ACTION EVENTS ARE
CONDUCTED FOR THE NEW ZEALAND PUBLIC.

The Maryburn track was a hit, the views from Simpson’s Lookout unbelievable, and the bogs
and streams on the Bullock Track a challenge. In addition, the Offlimits team organised three
guided rides up Mt Joseph which gave unprecedented views of the McKenzie Basin, Lake Tekapo,
Lake Alexandrina and Lake Pukaki.

This ride was a challenge for many with rocks and big drop offs but for those with the skills, a
fantastic chance to see unique scenery.

Timaru Honda was on hand all weekend and the team was kept busy fixing tyres and punctures
and certainly saved the day for a large number of riders who suffered the consequence of rocky
terrain and incorrect tyre pressures. John and his team did a great job keeping people on the
move and they will be back again next year, helping out at the ride and generously supplying a
number of quads and a multi use vehicle for the organising team.

The McKenzie Basin, and in particular the land around Tekapo, is regarded as very fragile so
extra steps were put in place to ensure that the Tekapo Tamer would become an annual event. Of
special significance was the need to protect against the spread of Didymo to the waterways and
especially the Five Forks Stream, which the tracks crossed at various points. This necessitated
the design and building of the ‘Didymo bath’ — a vinyl lined pit of approximately 10 metres in
length filled with a wash solution that riders were required to ride through before entering the
tracks. With high ranking Army officers and environmental officials visiting the event to assess
the impact of the ride on the area, the need to get this right was paramount and get it right Off
Limits did. To the organisers' credit, everyone was impressed and as a result the future of the
Tekapo Tamer looks assured. So if you missed out this year it is all looking good for the last week
in January 2011.

Story courtesy of Honda Riders Club
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DRAGON BOATING A TEAM EFFORT FOR NEW ZEALAND ARMY

By Staff Sergeant Taff Tawhara
As Martin Luther King once said “l have a dream....”

| have one too, and that is to see the NZ Army Dragon Boat
Team win the NZDBA Dragon Boat National Championships.
This wouldn’t happen over night, and definitely not in
one, two or even three seasons. It would be a work in
progress and will take all the team’s Courage, Commitment,
Comradeship and Integrity to achieve.

When | joined the team in 2007 as a rookie, | quickly
realised that the team had the potential to do very well. We
had strength, stamina and fitness along with training in
teamwork; all of which had taken us far. The NZ Army had
attended two Festivals that year and made the National
Championships Corporate Division Grand Final, coming third
in each event. The seed was set back then but when | was
asked to take over as manager on my return from Timor-
Leste in 2008, | wasn’t keen to take the position initially.

All | wanted to do was just enjoy the sport as a paddler.
However, as no one else was available for the job, | took over
and began planning for the 2009 season. It was definitely

a steep learning curve for both me and the team, but we
achieved much that season with very little support. By then
the rules of the National Championship had changed. The
NZDBA started to move towards International Compliance in
race rules and regulations. All teams compete for a single
National title now, which meant competing against Open
Grade Teams.

At the end of the 2009 season, after winning the
Wellington Championships and coming middle of the field
in the National Championship, | began thinking about the
upcoming 2010 season. | knew that we would have to make
significant changes to the way the team operated, both in
terms of organisation and training, if we were to improve our
overall performance and standing within the New Zealand
Dragon Boat League table. Pre-season training started in
September 2009. Warrant Officer Class Two John Irving, a
team member and Physical Training Instructor designed an
excellent programme to build muscle strength and stamina
specific to the Dragon Boat paddling action. This involved
upper body, core and overall cardio using Circuit Training and
rowing machines. It was hard work, especially having done
physical training earlier in the day, but it was very effective.
By the time the team got on the boat in December for the
start of water training, we all felt the benefits of pre-season
training. Under the guidance of the Army Sweep/Coach
Calum Bennachie, and new Technical Coach Kath Masoe, we
worked hard on improving our technique and timing.

WELLINGTON EVENTS

Our season started in January 2010 with the icebreaker event,
winning all races in Wellington Harbour despite atrocious
conditions. Unfortunately, the 2.5km event was cancelled but
had the added bonus of remaining undefeated in this event
for another year.

The Wellington Dragon Boat Festival was an awesome
event. Thousands gathered on a hot sunny Saturday to watch
the racing. The Army team was undefeated throughout the
heats, quarter and semi-finals and set the two fastest times of
the day better than the Open Division teams by two seconds.
We qualified for the Grand Final as the favourites and in pole
position. We were challenged hard at the start by the other
finalists, but urged on by the cheers of the crowd and Army
supporters screaming “Go Army!!” we powered up in the
middle of the course to win convincingly. Army had won Gold
and the Wellington Corporate Championship for a second year
running.

NZDBA DRAGON BOAT NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIPS 2010

The build up for Nationals took a step up in the

month following the Wellington Festival. The National
Championships were being held in Ashburton at Lake Hood.
We needed to simulate the heavier density of fresh water, so
during water training we towed a car tyre behind the Dragon
Boat and worked for longer periods to build endurance and
strength. The weather during this period was terrible and at
times the team was battling at least 1.5 metre swells and 25

— 30 knot winds. It seemed to push the team harder though
and there were a few enjoyable moments where we had the
boat jumping or riding on the crests of waves. It certainly
made you concentrate!

NZ Army were fired up and exploded from the start line to an
early lead. We kept a good pace and following a power call at
200M, tried to maintain our lead. At this stage the experience
and extra training of the Open and Auckland Corporate crews
came into play, slowly grabbing the lead from Army and
expanding their lead. The field came up to the last 100M in
line and no-one knew where it would go. The end result:

1st Place - Hamilton City Water Sports

2nd Place — Tumeke Dragonz

3rd Place — White Tigers

4th Place - Nga Waka Hoe Airforce

5th Place - Ridge Riders U23 development

6th Place — NZ Army Te Waka O Tumatauenga

Only three seconds separated first and last place, with
second to fifth place all finishing within one second.

This season’s accomplishments were only achievable
due to the whole teams’ efforts over six long months of
fundraising, training and competing. We achieved all of
our objectives and goals for this season. Their dedication
to the sport and to each other truly showed me that with
Courage, Commitment, Comradeship and Integrity, anything
is possible. 1 am very proud to be a part of the NZ Army Team
both as the Manager and Captain. | look forward to the 2011
season where the NZADBT will continue to grow and improve
during its journey to National honours

The team would like to thank the following supporters and
Sponsors.

e Trentham UPF

¢ Defence Communications Centre (Army)

Qantas

Inter-Islander

Ordnance Developments Limited
The Thistle Inn

Export Warehouse

Flaunt

The team would also like to thank the Commanding Officer
Trentham Regional Support Battalion, Lieutenant Colonel
Stephen Piercy for his continuing support, and everyone
in the Wellington Defence area who supported the team’s
fundraising efforts over the last six months.

For further information, visit the Army Dragon Boat Team
page on the Army Intranet site.
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