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I became interested in this book for two reasons.   
I knew of Michael Howard through having read 
some of his prodigious output, including ‘On War’, 
Clausewitz’s masterpiece which he translated and 
co-edited with Peter Paret, ‘The Causes of War and 
Other Essays’, and ‘Studies in War and Peace’.   
And I also indirectly knew of Sir Michael because 
I have had colleagues who had been his undergraduates and 
I thought that it may be enlightening to put some background 
into my perception of the man.   

As intimated by the title, this book has been written in two 
distinct parts – his early life up to and including his WWII 
exploits as an officer in the Coldstream Guards where he was 
awarded the Military Cross for a deed during his first ever 
action under enemy fire, and then his subsequent academic 
career of almost 60 years specializing in military history within 
the wider field of strategic studies.

And I found it a pleasant read.  He moves his autobiography 
along at good speed and the writing is so good that I admit my 
guilt for having imposed upon my work colleagues by reading 
passages that I found entertaining.   And I also admit that 
until I read this book, I did not know of Sir Michael’s wartime 
service or other personal details that have made his life so 
colourful and remarkable. For someone who has an interest 
in the advance of the 2(NZ)Div up the Italian peninsula and 
seeks another perspective from a fellow Division, or who 
would like to compare the story of the formation of our Military 
Studies Institute with similar stories from overseas, then this 
slim volume may provide a wealth of material. However I’m not 
sure of that this book has general relevance. Life in English 
public (read private) schools or a regiment of the Household 
Division won’t appeal to everyone.   And the second part 
with its preponderance of name dropping (which the author 
acknowledges yet justifies as being necessary to provide 
completeness to his story) may actively turn-off some readers, 

as might the end which borders on becoming a 
self-promoting “I told you so” monologue.

In short, this book is mildly interesting. Most 
certainly it is not a ‘must read’. That is, except for 
one, absolutely sublime, passage.   

But before looking at this particular extract, I 
need to first disclose that I detest people who, 

with good intention or otherwise, state that this book or that 
book must be compulsory reading for every (here insert Officer 
Cadet or recruit or what ever group you think appropriate).

Yet such is the intensity of the writing about a “disagreeable 
adventure” one night during the winter of 1944-45 that I now 
knowingly join those whom I detest. This concise story – not 
even three pages in length – is of a reconnaissance patrol that 
went horribly awry.   The story concludes with a question, to 
which the author offers no answer.

Now, you and I know the correct answer, as I suspect the 
author did too. But what makes this small piece of writing so 
powerful and compelling is, through his honesty and courage 
– his humanity, the author convincingly illustrates that in the 
reality of battle, sometimes soldiers (or in the author’s case, 
officers) cannot produce that rote ‘acceptable’ response the 
system expects. They have been placed in a situation that 
conspires against their better judgement and training.   They 
are proven to be fallible.   What happens is testimony that they 
are but human.

I am not offering up an excuse for the author, who himself 
describes his actions that night as “shameful”.   What I am 
suggesting is that our junior leaders should be exposed to the 
fact that they too may be placed in situations that will severely 
test their fortitude and ethics, and unless they have been 
given the opportunity and guidance to think about it before 
it happens, then we should not expect their actions to be any 
less or different than Sir Michael’s.  And that is what makes 
this story so compelling.

‘In some places, an AK-47 assault rifle can be 
bought for as little as… a bag of grain. They are easy 
to use: with minimal training, even a child can wield 
one. They are easy to conceal and transport. Since 
they require little maintenance, they can last for 
decades.’

Kofi Annan
UN Secretary–General
Larry Kahaner is an award-winning journalist and author of nine books inclusive 

of this his most recent publication. He has previously been a correspondent for the 
BusinessWeek magazine and covered the infantry training centre at Fort Benning 
for Knight-Rider newspapers. In addition he has appeared as a guest expert for 
such shows including Larry King Live as well as having written for the Washington 
Post, European Science and the Christian Science Monitor. 

The brief introduction to AK-47 re-enacts an aspect of the second Gulf War in 
2003, where US Army Apache helicopters flew under the cover of darkness on a 
‘search and destroy mission to find Saddam Hussein’s elite Republican Guard’. This 
short anecdote highlights that no amount of money or sophistication in weaponry 
can be a match for mass small arms fire power, specifically the AK-47 assault rifle. 
As a result of the thousands of rounds fired from the ground ‘thirty-one of the thirty 
two helicopters sustained damage; all had to abort their mission’. The scene is set 
as this book only begins to highlight the effectiveness of this small, inexpensive yet 
highly resilient weapon system since it was first manufactured. AK-47 is written in 
such a way that the reader is drawn into the book as the historical aspects unfold 
from the reasons for manufacturing through to the true nature of the destructiveness 
wrought by the AK-47 as well as comparisons to the M-16 family of weapons. 

Kahaner has clearly sought detailed information from a variety of sources to 
provide the specifics required to give his publication credibility. He has achieved 
this well even though failing in his attempt to speak directly with the inventor of the 
AK-47, Mikhail Kalashnikov. This aside, the detail provided by Kahaner from other 
open source material provides the reader with sufficient information to understand 
the destructive power that has been unleashed since the first AK-47 was produced 
in 1947 in a effort to ‘protect the [Russian] Motherland’ from the horrors of WWII. 
Kahaner also clearly compares the fundamental differences between the simplistic 
design of the Soviet AK-47, the U.S. weapons manufactures of the M1 Garand self-
loading rifle and M-16 family of variants. In doing so he highlights the ease of use, 
simplicity of design as well as reliability of the AK-47 in comparison with any other 
assault rifle available in the world. 

AK-47 concludes with a ‘what now’ question in relation to the use of the AK-47 
and continuation of being the most widely available weapon in most warring parts 
of the world.  Due to its continuing simplicity of design and cheapness in production 
it is likely, Kahaner surmises, that the weapon and its effects will be with us for 
some time yet, noting that they have become easier and cheaper to obtain than 
ever before.

Using the horrors of 20th century conflicts Kahaner in AK-47 highlights the power 
of small arms weapons when available in mass with minimal cost to war lords and 
the like to be able to rule by fear. AK-47 is invaluable to students of military history 
and defence studies alike, indeed it should be compulsory reading. A difficult book 
to put down, AK-47 has an easy to read style and would appeal to a wide range of 
general readers.

Anyone harbouring doubts about the reasons for our 
military presence in Afghanistan should read Global 
Jihad by Omar Nasiri (a pseudonym). His recounting of 
his experiences inside a Taliban sanctioned Al Qaeda 
training camp at Khaldan, in Afghanistan in the 1990’s 
illustrates how a global menace grew in the vacuum of a 
failed state. Considerable efforts are being made by our 
Defence Force in Afghanistan, along side  those of our friends 
and allies, to prevent the re-emergence of this threat. 

Between 1994 and 2000, Omar Nasiri worked as a secret 
agent for France’s foreign intelligence service, DGSE (Direction 
Générale de la Sécurite Extérieure), and Britain’s MI5 and MI6. 
From the underworld of Islamist cells in Belgium, through 
the training camps of Afghanistan, to the radical mosques 
of London, he risked his life to counter the emerging global 
network that the West would come to know as Al Qaeda.

A Moroccan by birth, he moved to Belgium in 1994 as a 
young man after being alienated from his family and local 
community. Finding his mother’s house in Brussels taken 
over by a cell of the Algerian GIA terror network, he became 
involved in their activities by running weapons. After falling out 
with the terrorists over money and the threat facing his family, 
Nasiri offered himself to the French DSGE intelligence service 
out of revulsion over the wholesale slaughters the GIA were 
committing in Algeria. Nasiri professes to be a true Muslim 
and is disgusted by the ruthlessness of the global jihad and 
its logic “there are no civilians any more – everyone is at war”. 
His motivation to become a spy is to  protect Islam against the 
excesses of the terrorists who have hijacked Islam for their own 
purposes.

This book is compelling reading. Nasiri provides a rare 
insight into the training of the modern terrorist and the spread 
of terrorist cells in Western Europe and beyond. Among the 
many highlights in this remarkable book is Nasiri’s detailed 
description of the harsh training regime he experienced in the 
Al Qaeda camp at Khaldan. It’s a process that will be familiar 

to soldiers. Recruits are taught weapon 
handling, shooting, demolitions, bomb 
making, resistance to interrogation and 
field craft. They were conditioned to 
withstand tremendous hardship and must 
be regarded as formidable opponents. 
There the similarity with professional 

soldiers ends. These “warriors” undergo relentless religious 
indoctrination, refining their deeply held beliefs to the point 
where they will literally die for their cause in suicide missions. 
From Khaldan they graduated to fight in Algeria, Chechnya, 
Bosnia or formed terrorist cells in Western Europe. 

Nasiri’s account of terrorist cell operations in Europe 
provides a fascinating insight into how such a terrible threat 
can emerge from within a community, and how, in the case of 
Britain, laws designed to deal with the domestic threat posed 
by the IRA hampered co–operation with other intelligence 
services in dealing with a global threat.

Nasiri offers a chilling insight into the reasons for the hatred 
so many Muslims apparently hold for the West, stating that 
there will “always be violence as long as Western powers 
continue to manipulate the Muslim world”. He also sheds 
light on the motives of the terrorists he despises, who seek to 
use a corrupted version of the jihad concept to support their 
quest for a global Caliphate. Herein lies the paradox of our 
involvement in Afghanistan  and elsewhere in the Middle East.   
As long as Western military forces are deployed in Islamic 
countries or are perceived to be harming Muslims, individuals 
such as Nasiri will feel sufficiently enraged to want to strike 
back through terrorist attacks against Western communities. 
Yet, if the West does nothing, we face the risk of dangerous 
groups exploiting the chaos of weak or failed states to pursue 
their puritanical theocratic visions. Doing nothing will provide 
Al Qaeda the opportunity to re-establish the types of training 
camps described by Omar Nasiri and provide yet another 
avenue for terrorists to hone their skills.

Captain Professor:
A Life in War and Peace

by Sir Michael Howard MC
Published by Continuum, 2006

By Major Neil Bleasdale

AK-47:The Weapon that 
Changed the Face of War

By Larry Kahaner
Published by John Wiley & Sons, Inc

Reviewed by Major Aaron Couchman

Inside the Global Jihad
How I Infiltrated Al Qaeda and Was 
Abandoned by Western Intelligence

by Omar Nasiri
published by C. Hurst & Co

Reviewed by Colonel Phil Collett

The 4th Otago Southland Battalion Group took to the streets of Invercargill 
recently with drums beating, flags flying, bayonets fixed and swords drawn to 
exercise its 48 year old charter.

The parade was part of a training exercise in the Invercargill area, concentrating 
on the Longwood Forest north west of the city.

Escorting the Colours, the parade through the central city was exercising a right 
first given to the unit in 1959. 

Halted outside the Invercargill City Council chambers the  Mayor, Tim Shadbolt 
inspected the troops and told those assembled that allowing the battalion to 
parade through the city, showed the community’s trust in its local military unit. 

Mayor Shadbolt awarded two medals.
C.O Lieutenant Colonel Grant Day received a clasp to his efficiency decoration, 

while Major Ian Piercy, OC Combat Company,  received the New Zealand Overseas 
Service Medal and the United Nations Medal for serving 13 months in Lebanon and  
Syria  in  2005 and 2006. 
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Showing the flag in Invercargill

Mayor Tim Shadbolt inspects the parade



serving new zealand loyally and honourably

CROSSWORD BY MIKE DUNCAN
#070

18SPort

2   Engineer (abbr)
3   Destroys 
4   Stormed
5   Defence, Vindication
8   Steep-sided fl at-topped hill in 

the US   
10 Drive back
12 W Asian republic
13 Shifts sails suddenly from one 

side of the vessel to the other
14 Mid-east tower 
17 RSA (sl)
18 Stick
19 Face guard
22 “end of transmission”signal

ACROSS:
1  Geographic area for which a 

commander hs been assigned 
responsibility (7,2,3)

6   Armoury
7   Branch 
9   Primes
11 Oppose
13 Small military road vehicle 

believed to have got its name 
from initials of General Pur-
pose description

14 Staff
15 Demolish
16 The blockading of this city by 

the Soviets heralded the start 
of the Cold War after World 
War II

18 General of the Army in the US 
has fi ve of them

20 Dimensions
21 Car store (anag)
23  Increase in elevation so that 

friendly troops will not be 
endangered (6,6)

DOWN:
1   Tiger rebel in Sri Lanka

CROSSWORD

PREVIOUS PUZZLE 

BY MIKE DUNCAN
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Aquarius
Jan 21 to Feb 19
You may feel someone is trying 
to manipulate you or push you 
towards doing something you 
don’t want to do. Tell them to go 
away, and if they persist, bite them 
on the inside of the thigh. That 
really makes the eyes water.

Pisces
Feb 20 to Mar 20
There are some things you 
should do, and some things you 
shouldn’t. Especially if there is 
a more than 35 per cent chance 
of getting caught.  (Some push it 
up to 38 per cent, but there’s no 
point in going crazy with the whole 
probability thing). 

Aries
Mar 21 to April 20
Money is coming your way quickly. 
Now all you need is a roadblock 
and something that can cut 
through the skin of an armoured 
van.

Taurus
April 21 to May 21
If you were to die tomorrow, would 
you be more upset that you hadn’t 
met all of the challenges and 
goals you had set yourself, or that 
you hadn’t totally maxed out your 
credit cards?

Gemini
May 22 to June 21
You have a chance to excel 
with a creative project you read 
about on the Internet. Something 
so creative, in fact, that the 
Mythbuster guys won’t touch with 
a barge pole and a blast shield. Go 
on, give it a go. What’s the worst 
that could happen?

Cancer 
June 22 to July 23
Don’t let your heart rule your head. 
Remember, trust your spleen. 
Always.

Leo
July 24 to Aug 23
Don’t fear change, it can be a 
positive force. Especially now that 
a jar of the stuff is worth about 
three times what it use to be with 
the new coins.

Virgo
Aug 24 to Sept 23
You may be feel ing a l i t t le 
emotionally flat. It could be the 
darkness of winter getting to you. 
Try smiling. Even if you don’t feel 
like it. Maybe tap dancing will 
help too. While playing a cheery 
musical instrument such as a 
banjo or ukulele. That would also 
distract you enough so the Mental 
Health Support Team and Capture 
Squad could get a net over you. 
Crazy tapdancing freak.

Libra
Sept 24 to Oct 23
Just think, for another $50 million 
the Canadians would have thrown 
in the Transformers options on 
the LAVs that turns them into 
combination washer/driers that 
can fly into outer space. That’s 
what happens if you skimp on the 
defence budget.

Scorpio
Oct 24 to Nov 22
Helping others will show you are 
a sensitive, compassionate team 
worker. Ignoring them will see you 
regarded as a heartless loner. One 
of these people will be given more 
work, and another will be feared 
and avoided. It’s not really a plan, 
more of a lifestyle option.

Sagittarius
Nov 23 to Dec 20
Before you agree to do something, 
check out how viable the whole 
proposal is. And when it is obvious 
that only disaster can await, 
decide whether it is better to suck 
up and fail, or predict failure and 
watch it happen? One makes you 
a team player, one makes you 
appear wise.

Capricorn
Dec 21 to Jan 20
You may become confused by 
all the changes going on around 
you. Realise that change is the 
great constant of this century. 
Along with the plethora of witless 
nincompoops posing as public 
figures.

WARFIGHTING IN  
A CONTEMPORARY  
ENVIRONMENT
SEMINAR
29 – 30 August 2007
Massey University
Palmerston North

THEMES

The aim of the seminar is to increase the  
participants’ understanding of warfighting in  
a contemporary environment.  Themes include:

•	an examination of the current strategic  
	 environment and emerging warfighting  
	 concepts; and 

•	an overview of contemporary warfighting  
	 and stability and support operations currently  
	 being undertaken by New Zealand and allied 	
	 armed forces.

The New Zealand Army in association with Massey 
University are grateful for the support of:
Embassy of the United States of America, Wellington

Seminar information can be found on the Centre  
for Defence Studies homepage 
http://defence.massey.ac.nz/

SPEAKERS AND TOPICS INCLUDE:

The Honourable Phil Goff 
Minister of Defence
Minister of Defence Address

Lieutenant General Jerry Mateparae, ONZM
Chief of Defence Force, New Zealand Defence Force
Chief of Defence Force Address

Professor Robert Patman, Otago University
The Global Strategic Context 2007

His Excellency Mr M. Rhamani Movahed
Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran
An Alternative Global Perspective  

Doctor John Tonkin Covell
Centre for Defence Studies, Massey University
New Zealand’s Strategic Perspective 
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Seventy-two former and serving physical training instructors (PITs) from 
throughout New Zealand gathered at Trentham Camp in June to celebrate 20 years 
as a corps. 

All participants enjoyed a fun filled programme highlighted by an Amazing Race 
around the Wellington region, followed by a Corps/reunion dinner. The dinner also 
doubled as a farewell from the Corps for Capt JJ Pihema who is now working as 
civilian for the Army Adventurous Training  Centre.

A church service was also held to recognise those Corps members who 
unfortunately are no longer with us.

The NZ Army employed its first physical training instructors in 1949 when Warrant 
Officer Class One Jimmy Page and Sergeant “Jacko” Jackson were enlisted from the 
British Army and based in Trentham Camp.

By 1964 the NZ Army had 14 trained PTIs. On the 24th of March 1964, the Chief 
of General Staff (CGS) at the time, Lt Gen Thornton proposed they be concentrated 
into a PT Corps. Unfortunately, however, the proposal was never actioned and the 
PTIs remained part of the infantry.

In 1986 the Director of Infantry and SAS, LT COL Ray Seymour MBE submitted 
another proposal to form the NZAPTC. This proposal was approved by the CGS of 
the day, MAJ GEN Mace CE, OBE and all established PTI posts were tied from 1 June 
1987.

This years celebrations was a great weekend enjoyed by everyone. Planning is 
already underway for the 25th Birthday celebrations.

By WO1 Grant McCarroll - NZAPTC

PTIs celebrate Corps 
birthday

By Gary Parkes 
Medallions were bestowed recently on members of the 

New Zealand Army team that participated in the International 
Six Day Enduro (ISDE) motorcycle event in Taupo last year. 
The trio, comprising Mike “Rosco” Ross  ,   Adrian “AJ” Vogt 
and  Ricky Kernohan, came second out of the military team 
entries, behind Sweden.

Overall, the team won the 48th place from a field of 135 teams.  
There were  630 riders participating from all over the world. 
ISDE is the most extreme form of offroad endurance team 
racing.

The very first ISDE was held in 1913 with the aim of testing 
the reliability of motorcycles and the skills of riders.

Now the ISDE attracts riders from a range of different 
disciplines – motocross, cross country and enduro.  The ISDE 
format can be compared to the international car rally where 
competitors are timed to the thousandth of a second over 
special stages.  Penalties are given for exceeding the allocated 
time between checkpoints. 

Days one to five covered more than 250km of trails per day 
and included five different tests. The event culminated in the 
final day six motocross.  Fifteen ‘hard core’ races decided the 
winning nation and individual.

Each day the contestants faced challenging rides over rugged 
terrain which required them to tally up to 1600km by the end 
of the series. They were restricted to a daily maximum of 7½ 
hours’ elapsed time, including rider-conducted maintenance. 
 Despite pre-race injuries by two of the team and the third 

developing wrist stress, their own pluck and stamina 

– combined with unsparing attention by their support 

team – saw them through to credible performances. 

Their individual placings were: Kernohan, silver   medal   E1 

class (up to 125cc 2-stroke/250cc 4-stroke);  Vogt,  bronze  

medal   E2 (up to 250cc 2-stroke/450cc 4-stroke) and Ross,  

bronze  medal  E3 (over 450cc 4-stroke).

 Following the lengthy validation of placings by the world 

body, the medallions were presented to the men by  Chairman 

of the Linton Sports Council and Commanding Officer of 2nd 

Health Support Battalion, Lieutenant Colonel Oiroa Kaihau.

  Assistant co-ordinator of the team, Major Gareth Jones, said 

an important aspect of the team’s success lay in the high level 

of support given by fellow members of the Linton Multisports 

Club in the fundraising campaign leading up to ISDE.

“Enduro riding is not on the Army list of recognised 

sports, so contestants have to pay their own way 

- there is virtually no chance of them participating 

in the next ISDE being held in Chile  this  year.” 

Despite not being a recognised sport, enduro riding 

involves critical military skills.  Whether employed as lead 

scout for a SAS patrol, a transport section commander in 

a logistics convoy or an infantry reconnaissance element, 

finely-honed motorcycle riding skills are essential 

for operating  in a motorised or cavalry environment.  

Enduro riding develops the skills and confidence of riders to 

the highest levels of proficiency, Major Jones said.

 Caption: Gut-gruelling riding by Army team members in the International Six Days Enduro at Taupo last year sees the trio being invested 
with their medallions at Linton Camp this month by the CO, 2 HSB, LT COL Oiroa Kaihau (fourth from left). From left are Ricky Kernohan, 
“AJ” Vogt and “Rosco” Ross. At right is the team’s assistant co-ordinator, MAJ Gareth Jones.

Enduro riders - skills 
and stamina rewarded

The RNZALR Clay Target Team shot competitively for the first time this year against 
the RNZAF Base Woodbourne Team.

The shoot was at Queen’s Birthday Weekend at Base Woodbourne, and was 
supported by the Regimental Matters Committee and parent units.

Before the Army and Air clash, the RNZALR Clay Target Shooting had been a sport 
available during corps week.  This year a record 25 personnel competed in the 
competition – proving that clay target shooting interest is growing at RNZALR corps 
week celebrations.

At the corps week event, the Regiment named a RNZALR Clay Target Team  made 
up of the top six scores over the competition.  The first five were team members, 
and the sixth, was a manager / reserve in the event of any further competition.

The team included: SSgt R Tiffen, 2 Cant NMWC Bn Gp; Pte C Heath, 3 Wksp Coy; 
Pte B Dudli, 3 Wksp Coy; SSgt G Walsh, TTS and Capt N Hill, 2/1 Bn.

The team assembled, was met by the Air team at woodbourne. The next full day’s 
shooting comprised  four matches, including 25 targets skeet, 25 targets single rise, 
25 targets single barrel and 25 targets points score. 

Saturday morning the Army team travelled to the range at Woodbourne.   
Shooting conditions were excellent - a clear crisp winter’s morning with little wind.  
After a couple of short introductions it got down to the serious business of the 
competition.

The shooting was a close competition until the points score match. The 
Woodbourne Team pulled too far ahead and came away with a well deserved win. 

Later we were hosted at a prize giving and barbeque dinner at The Chevron 
Lounge Sports Bar and  watched the AB’s do a better job on the French than we 
managed to do on the Woodbourne Team.  A good night none the less, with some 
strong friendships forged and our combined sport the better off for the day.

By SSgt G Walsh - TTS

Clay target shooting 
interest growing

Academy Side
The New Zealand Army Rugby Committee has pleasure in announcing 

the creation of the New Zealand Army Academy Rugby team.  This team will 

replace the current Colts, although Colts teams may be formed on an ad hoc 

basis as required.

The academy rugby team will consist of players of all ages selected by 

academy team management.  Regional academy grade teams will participate 

in inter-regional Army rugby competitions and an Army Academy Team will be 

selected.
Nominations are now sought for:
Coach
Manager
Strapper
CVs detailing experience are to be forwarded to Capt Lisa Ferris, Secretary 

Army Rugby Committee, c/o HQ JFNZ no later than 3 August.
For those interested in playing for the Army rugby team or the academy side 

please contact your regional rugby representatives or submit a nomination for 
your regional team through the chain of command.

army rugby 2007
Inter-Regional Army Rugby Competition 
Book a space in your diary.
The Inter-Regionals have been confirmed for 13 – 17 August 2007 at Waiouru.
The competition will include Mens, Womens and Academy teams.
Nominations for representation in your regional team are open now. They 
should be submitted through your chain of command.
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The New Zealand Army Band is wowing audiences in Modena, Italy where it 
is playing at the Modena International Military Tattoo.
Full coverage of the band’s activites will be in your next issue of Army News.




