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Corporal Duncan competes on Nelson range.

|

The NZ Army combat shooting team struck
gold recently at the world renowned Central
Skill at Arms (CENTSAM) military shooting
competition.

Split into two teams, the twelve Kiwi shooters competed in team and individual matches
winning a number of events and finished a creditable third and fifth overall.

“It was an excellent result considering many of the teams competing train all year round. The
standard of shooting our guys produced was exceptional,” said officer in charge, Captain Jason
Tinsley.

The CENTSAM competition is possibly the best known of all international military shooting
competitions and is held at the famous Bisley ranges in the United Kingdom in July. The
competition is attended by military shooting teams from around the world.

Out of 240 individual competitors, Staff Sergeant Darryn Mitchell of 1 RNZIR finished third
overall and Corporal Mark Duncan of 7 WNHB finished fifth overall. Staff Sergeant Kurt Andersen
competed throughout the competition with a wrist broken in two places and finished a very
credible 67th overall.

“l am very proud to be part of the NZ Army Shooting Team and all the hard work we put in prior
to the competition has paid off,” says team member Corporal Mark Duncan.

In the highlight of the week, the NZ Army team retained the prestigious Parachute Cup . The
team also achieved solid results in the Meuthen Cup, United Services Cup, Urban Contact Match
and International Service Rifle Match.

The Parachute Cup is a fire team match for four personnel requiring a s5oom run in patrol order
wearing body armour and helmet in under three minutes. It is followed by a continuous run down
march from 6oom — 100m firing at each mound using different fire positions. Movement between
mounds is done by fire and movement (without the firing).

In the Methuen Cup, a six man team competes against the six best firers in each of the Corps
of the British Army and six firers from each of the RF infantry brigades. The NZ team performed
exceptionally well, beating all 17 domestic teams.

The United Services Cup is competed for by international teams and teams representing the
British Army, British Territorial Army, Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force (RAF). The NZ team
finished 3rd overall.

The Urban Contact Match resulted in yet another third with some top individual shooting within
the team.

The final event was the International Service Rifle Match, which saw the international teams take
on the Great Britain Combined Services Team. The NZ Army team finished a credible third behind
the Omanis and British.

In all, the team won the following awards:

(1) Individual Gold: 3

(2) Individual Silver: 4

(3) Individual Bronze: 3

(4) Team Gold: 4

(5) Team Silver: 1

(6) Team Bronze: 4
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SSgt Mitchell receives his award for 2nd place in the international competition.
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The current Touch rugby season has been
something of a benchmark season for
New Zealand Army Touch, with stand out
performances by several players, in particular
three players in three different age grades
selected to represent New Zealand.

Sapper Paul Davis, NZ Touch Blacks. Earlier this year
SPR Paul Davis, SME, followed on from his superb 2008
and 2009 seasons with the NZ Touch Blacks with continued
selection in the elite NZ Men’s side. In January the Touch Blacks
played Australia in the Trans Tasman series in Auckland. Against
the current World Champions, the Touch Blacks dominated the
first test match winning 6 — 3. Unfortunately the Australian side
lifted for the second test (winning 10 — 8) and scraping through
7 — 6 in the decider. SPR Davis’ season performance was
officially recognised with almost complete domination of the NZ
Army and NZDF Sports Awards.

After the NZ National Touch Tournament in March two more NZ
Army touch players were selected to represent New Zealand in
the Masters Trans Tasman Touch Series in Townsville, Australia.

Warrant Officer Class Two Greg Mildon, 2HSB (NZ) represented
NZDF Mens 30s at the NZ National Tournament and was selected
in the NZ Mens 40s team. Corporal Eugene Hepi, 2HSB (N2)
represented Manawatu Open Mens at the same tournament and

SPR DAVIS’ SEASON PERFORMANCE WAS OFFICIALLY
RECOGNISED WITH ALMOST COMPLETE DOMINATION OF

THE NZ ARMY AND NZDF SPORTS AWARDS.

was selected in the NZ Mens 30s side.

The Masters Trans Tasman Series is the first Masters series
between the two top nations in world Touch for 25 years.
Australia has dominated almost all grades in the Open and
Masters grades at World Cups for 25 years, so this series was
seen as a huge challenge for the New Zealand contingent.

WO02 Greg Mildon, NZ Mens 40s. WO2 Mildon has had NZ
representative success previously, most recently in 2005 with
the NZ Mixed 30s side. In a team stacked with NZ legends,
including Peter Walters aka ‘Mr Touch’ and Peter Mcintyre
(current NZ Open Men’s Coach); the NZ 40s side was touted
as favourites to upset the Australian World Champions. In an
ill-disciplined first test the NZ team lost focus losing 9 — 5. The
second match’s arm-wrestle ended with a very disappointing
loss 7 — 5. In the third test the NZ 4os finally adapted to, and
exceeded, the fast Australian style and by playing to their real
potential took out the last test of the series 6 — 5.

CPL Eugene Hepi, NZ Mens 30s. As a stand out player and
stalwart of NZ Army Touch, CPL Hepi’s NZ selection came
as no surprise to the NZ Army Touch family. With such a
significant milestone, it is appropriate that CPL Hepi’s debut NZ
representation is accounted in his own words:

"Kicking off an international game of touch at nine thirty
at night was a new experience for those who participated
during the Masters Trans Tasman Touch Series (MTTS) held in
Townsville, Australia. This was my first time representing NZ at
touch and | wish to share this experience with you all.

Going into a NZ Touch camp not knowing anyone with only
your individual skill sets to rely on is quite a nerve racking
experience. These nerves were put through their paces during
the first training camp in Christchurch in May. On arrival into
camp our fourteen man squad was increased to fifteen but
someone was going to be dropped by the end of the camp, so
essentially the training camp turned into a trial, and a trial it

proved to be.

The squad was made up of nine players from Canterbury,
two Auckland reps and one player each from Bay of Plenty,
Waikato, North Harbour and myself (Manawatu). With only two
days to build a team that would gel smoothly it was inevitable
that someone north of Canterbury was going to miss out. The
training camp was intense and by the second session | was
cramping in every muscle in my legs. Fortunately by the end of
day two | had done enough to impress the coach and my seat
was booked on the plane so for the next two weeks it was up to
me to stay injury free.

In early June we left NZ for Townsville, to compete in the TTS.
Two warm- up games against two North Queensland rep teams
in a tropical environment blew out the cobwebs; thankfully
played at night and under lights so the conditions were nice
and cool. With a win and a draw we knew we had some work to
complete prior to our first test match.

The first test match was played at 9.30 pm so the build up was
a long drawn out process. With half the team being international
debutants this meant nerves, butterflies in the stomach and
no sleep prior to the test match. Lining up for the singing of the
national anthem was the moment it all sunk in for me. | had
heard, sung and seen the national anthem performed on many
occasions but this time it had real significance.

By the time we kicked off the body was primed and rearing
to go. The game was a real dog fight however the Aussies
overcame us to lead the three match series.
The funny thing was there was no feeling of
loss; for me | was still on a natural high from
the whole ordeal. Unfortunately I'll have to
wait a whole year to get the feeling of triumph
as the Aussies took out game two and three
convincingly.

To be honest the team definitely has the goods and will
hopefully prove it at the World Cup next year in Scotland-
something | really want to be a part of. The experience | gained
was enormous, having top class coaching and top class team
mates gives you a new lease of life towards touch and it has
made me more hungrier for more of this experience.

Touch is a very simple game and it is made even simpler at
the highest levels but it is done at a pace which is three to four
times faster and everything is done with a purpose. The lessons
learned will not only benefit my game but also NZ ARMY and
NZDF touch as | cant wait to share my experiences.

I’d like to personally thank the following for their support in
my debut season representing New Zealand: 2HSB(NZ), the Eru
Brown Gym Staff, LTDG NPF, Waiouru WO’s and SNCO’s Mess,
Waiouru Junior Ranks Garrison Club, TAD staff, Waiouru Marae
and the Waiouru Community.

The Open and Masters Trans Tasman Series in 2010 were
seen by NZ Touch as a progress step towards the major goal
of winning the Federation of International Touch World Cup.

All three NZ Army Touch players are targeting the World Cup
in Scotland in July 2011 and successful selection for these NZ
sides depends on strong individual and team performance at
the NZ Touch Nationals in March 2011. The support from NZ
Army approving periods of absence, and the assistance from
the Singapore Fund, regional sports clubs, messes and the
community has been invaluable in helping all three players
achieve their personal goals. Thank you all for your generous
support.

AS A STAND OUT PLAYER AND STALWART
OF NZ ARMY TOUCH, CPL HEPI'S NZ
SELECTION CAME AS NG SURPRISE TO THE
NZ ARMY TOUCH FAMILY.
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CPL Hepi (left) and WO2 Mildon

WARRANT GFFICER CLASS TWO GREG
MILDON, 2HSB (NZ) REPRESENTED

NZDF MENS 30S AT THE NZ NATIONAL
TOURNAMENT AND WAS SELECTED FOR THE
NZ MENS 40S TEAM.
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NZ ARMY TOUCH SEASON

NZ Army Regionals

Waiouru 8 — 12 November 2010

NZDF Inter Service

Ohakea 15 — 19 November 2010

NZ Masters

Wanganui January 2011

For more information on playing
Army Touch please contact:

Code Chairperson- WO2 Greg Mildon DTelN 369 7650
Auckland- SSGT Scott Cottier- DTelN 396 7099 (Gym)
Waiouru- SGT Lisa Harrison DTelN 367 7911
Linton- WO2 Greg Mildon DTelN 369 7650
Trentham- WO2 Don Mohr DTelN 347 7442
Burnham- WO2 Jase Keno DTelN 337 7381



STAND OUT TOUCH PLAYER CORBORE
EUGENE HEPI SHOWS HIS FOR






