




2nd 1st Battalion marked its 36 birthday on 1 July as part of the unit’s Heritage Week. 
The major event during the week was the official naming of the unit’s lines as “Frickleton VC 

Lines” on 30 June. 2nd 1st Battalion received endorsement from the descendants of Samuel 
Frickleton VC and Chief of Army, Major General Rhys Jones in October 2009 to name the lines 
after the World War I Victoria Cross winner. The 2nd 1st lines are designated by the area in 
Burnham Camp that houses the unit’s HQ, sub-unit buildings and facilities, and soldiers’ barrack 
accommodation.   

The day began with a medals parade that was reviewed by the Honorary Colonel of 2nd 1st 
Battalion, Colonel Baden Ewart. Operational service medals were presented to a number of unit 
members, while other members received awards for long service to both the Army and RNZIR. 
The Long Service and Good Conduct medal was awarded to Sergeants Murray Holden, Nicholas 
Cloke and Aaron Cox. The Infantry 20 Year Service Certificate was also awarded to Staff Sergeant 
Frank Hampson, and the Infantry 25 Year Bayonet to the unit’s Senior Weapons Instructor, Warrant 
Officer Class One Percy McLaughlin. The Company Sergeant Major, Logistics  Company, Warrant 
Officer Class TwoTyrone Howard, and the regimental Quartermaster, WO2 Dave O’Carroll were also 
presented with their Warrant Officer Parchments. 

Following the medals parade, a limestone plinth bearing the name “Frickleton VC Lines” was 
unveiled by Colonel Ewart and Samuel Frickleton’s granddaughters, Mrs Julia Tatum and Mrs 
Dale Bargh.. Frickleton’s great-grandson and namesake Sam Frickleton was present for the 
day’s festivities. “It was incredibly special to be part of the day,” said Julia Tatam, “and will be 
something that we hold dear for some time. Our grandfather did not talk much about the war or 
his achievements so while we knew he had won the VC we had no real idea of the significance of 
what he did. We are incredibly proud.”

The unveiling ceremony was the culmination of work that has been ongoing for a number 
of years. “My predecessor, LTCOL Greg Allnut developed the idea to name the lines after 
a distinguished NZ soldier and identified Samuel Frickleton as an ideal candidate” said 
Commanding Officer of 2nd 1st Battalion, LTCOL Hugh McAslan. 

“The historical connection with 2nd 1st Battalion is very strong. Samuel Frickleton was from 
the Canterbury region, and he was a light infantry soldier who served in the NZ Rifle Brigade. 
He provides a great example to all of us given the determination, initiative and courage that he 
demonstrated on the battlefield. We are extremely grateful that Julia and her family have allowed 
us the privilege of naming the unit’s lines after their grandfather” said LTCOL McAslan.  

Samuel Frickleton was awarded the Victoria Cross for “conspicuous bravery” at Messines 
in Belgium in 1917. His citation stated that he and his troops came under heavy fire and their 

2nd 1st Battalion Heritage Week

Photos by Stacy Squires

On 1 July 2010 the Defence Logistics Command (DLC) was 
officially formed under the command of Air Commodore Pete 
Guy, RNZAF, drawing personnel from across the three Services.  
The mission of the DLC is ‘to provide consolidated logistics support that sustains the three Services 
and deployed forces now and in the future.’

As with any Defence Force change, there are a few new acronyms to learn.  Army Logistics in 
Trentham has been renamed Logistics Command (Land) along with the equivalent Navy and Air 
Force organisations who become Logistics Command (Maritime) and Logistics Command (Air).  
Colonel Charles Lott, COMLOG(A) is now Logistics Commander Land (LC(L)).  LC(L) is responsible for:

the delivery of logistics support specific to land environment capabilities, platforms and •	
associated systems and equipment.
to act as the principle point of contact for environment specific logistics issues to the Chief of •	
Army and the Land Component Commander. 
the management of the Army’s depot level maintenance, repair and overhaul and supply •	
contract.
land engineering change, technical assurance, repair & maintenance, supply chain and •	
business support functions.

Army Standards, Quality & Engineering Authority (SQ&EA) becomes the Directorate of Land 
Engineering (DLE) and the Directorate of Equipment Management (DEM) becomes the Directorate 
of Land Equipment Management (DLEM).

The Army Directorate of Equipment Procurement (DEP) will move to the newly formed Directorate 
of Logistics Support (DLS) and is renamed as Capital Acquisition (Cap Acq).  Another change is 
the formation of Logistics Command (Common Lines) (LC(CL)) which will be responsible for the 
management and provision of common materiel utilised throughout NZDF.  So the current Army 
Chief Ammunition Technical Officer (CATO) organisation and the Army Health Services Support 
Equipment Management Group (HSS EMG) will move to LC(CL).

Where is the DLC located?
The LC (L) will remain in Trentham and will be joined by the LC(LCL); LC(M) and LC(A)  will 

also remain in their current locations. Log Systems, previously under command of DLEM have 
relocated to the Freyberg building under the command of the Director Logistic Support.  DLOGD 
has been subsumed into Directorate of Logistics Policy and Strategy.      

So what does all this mean to you?
The current support you receive will be unchanged however the strategic level logistics will be 

provided by a Defence, rather than an Army organisation.  Once the DLC beds-in there will be 
policy, management and structural changes designed to improve the provision of consolidated 
logistics support to the three services and deployed forces.

A New Beginning

advance was checked. “Although slightly wounded, Lance Corporal Frickleton dashed forward at 
the head of his section, pushed into our barrage and personally destroyed with bombs an enemy 
machine gun and crew which were causing heavy casualties. He then attacked the second gun, 
killing the whole of the crew of 12.”

“By the destruction of these two guns he undoubtedly saved his own and other units from 
very severe causalities and his magnificent courage and gallantry ensured the capture of the 
objective.”

Following the unveiling ceremony, the Battalion rugby team overcame a very determined effort 
from 3 Logistics Battalion to eventually prevail 22 – 0 in a competitive and good spirited contest. 
The focus returned to a traditional regimental theme, with Delta Company and the NZ Army 
Band conducting a Beat Retreat ceremony on last light with the highlight of the parade being an 
entertaining and competitive display between drummers from the Army Band and 2nd 1st own 
drum corps. The day’s proceedings concluded with a Regimental Dinner for all unit personnel.

Colonel Charles Lott, Air Commodore Pete 
Guy, and Captain David Proctor cut the 

celebratory name change cake. 
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Army Adventure
Training Centre
is Delivering Experiential
Leadership Development 

Activities to Army
AATC is looking for people who are interested in;
The challenges of leadership in the modern Army,
Designing and delivering challenging activities in 
support of the ALF.

An Instructor Recruitment Activity is being 
conducted 4-8 Oct 10.

Start your move to AATC by
registering your interest with; 
Mr Jim Masson, SI AATC 
Phone 337 7336

Real Interactions

Real Environments

Real risks

Army 
adventurous 
training – 
what’s it all 
about?

Within Army there seems to be several different opinions as to what the staff of Army 
Adventurous Training Centre (AATC) actually do. 

These perceptions range from “all you guys do is kayak and climb”, to the reality of providing a 
wide range of developmental support to all rank levels within Army.  

The instructional staff of AATC are a mix of military and civilian personnel. The combination 
of backgrounds results in an instructional team with vast experience in the presentation and 
facilitation of individual development as well as the safe and effective management of groups 
in a range of outdoor environments. The civilian staff all have a high level of outdoor industry 
qualifications and teaching experience while the military staff, who may not have this same level 
of outdoor pursuit experience, have a strong knowledge of the Army and their own experiences as 
a leader within this organisation. 

With the implementation and roll out of the Army Leadership Framework (ALF) the AATC has been 
identified as a key training provider of Experiential Leadership Development Activities (ELDA).  
These activities are targeted at a particular group within the differing Leadership Transition 
phases of the ALF. An example would be an ELDA 1 activity aimed at the Lt/Cpl command team 
level. An ELDA 1 activity can be conducted in a range of environments, such as Alpine/Rock/ 
White Water Kayak etc, but the course aims and outcomes are identical. ELDA courses range 
from ELDA 1 through to ELDA 5. These cover a range of rank from Lt-Lt Col and Cpl-WO1. AATC also 
provide support to promotion courses conducted by The Army Depot and to the Officer Cadet 
School Internal Class. 

The identification and training of military personnel for instructional positions at AATC requires 
a robust process in order to develop an instructor to operate in this environment. The intent is 
that once a potential instructor is identified they then attend a range of courses, such as the pre-
Hospital Emergency Care and the Risk Management courses prior to a posting to AATC. There is 
also the requirement for a psychological assessment to measure suitability for the role. 

The result for the military instructors of AATC is the opportunity to work within a small, 
professional team of instructors, providing real interactions with real risks and outcomes to a 
diverse student group in a variety of environments. They will also have the opportunity to develop 
their facilitation skills across a range of leadership developmental activities; a skill that is 
transferable to their role as leaders within their specific Corps. Military instructors will also have 
the opportunity to develop their own skill and qualification level in specialist outdoor pursuits 
such as alpine climbing.

A Future Instructor Development Activity is to be conducted during from 4-8 October 2010 in the 
South Island. The AATC plans to use a range of activities to identify potential military instructional 
staff, and begin training. 
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By Staff Sergeant Dee O’Connor
Canterbury war hero Sergeant (Retired) Eric Batchelor, DCM 

and Bar, MiD, was farewelled on a brilliant South Canterbury 
day on 14 July 2010, in a full military funeral by soldiers from 
2nd Canterbury, Nelson, Marlborough, West Coast Battalion 
Group (2Cant NMWC) supported by a firing party from 2nd/1st 
Battalion RNZIR, personnel from 3rd Logistics Battalion and the 
NZ Army band. 

One of New Zealand’s most highly decorated soldiers, Eric 
Batchelor, 89, died on the 10 July 2010 in Waimate.  He is 
survived by his wife, Thursa, his son Craig and daughter Gisella.  

Sergeant Eric Batchelor was born in Waimate on 29 August 
1920.  He worked as dairy man before enlisting with the 5th 
Reinforcements on 7 April 1941.  He served with 23 Battalion in 
the Middle East, North Africa and Italy and was wounded twice 
and decorated for gallantry.  He returned to New Zealand on 20 
April 1945.  He re-embarked for the United Kingdom with the 
Victory Contingent in April 1946 and again with the Coronation 
Contingent in 1953.    It was not long after returning from his war 
time service that he met his wife, Thursa, and settled down to 
raise his family in Waimate. 

He was an avid supporter of 2Cant NMWC and was always on 
hand for special events, with Thursa at his side. He attended 
the unit’s ECHOES 150th anniversary, where he was involved in 
all the activities and honoured the unit by, cutting the cake. He 
also attended the unveiling of the unit’s 150th Plaque on the 
Bridge of Remembrance, in Christchurch, in 2009. 

His funeral was attended by more than five hundred mourners 
and was held at the Waimate High School.  Tributes were led 
by his grandson, William Sklenars, who spoke of the family 
man that Eric was and the support he gave his family and 
grandchildren.  Others spoke of the restless man known as 

‘The Ferret’ for his war time exploits of sneaking up on German 
strong holds from behind, and sniffing out Germans through 
their sauerkraut.  

Eric was described by the NZRSA representative, Mr Tom 
Palmer, as a man who was also compassionate, as he 
demonstrated by comforting a teenage German prisoner on 
the verge of tears, by holding his hand.  The Waimate District 
Mayor, John Coles, described Eric at their first meeting as 
having a glint in his eye and a sharp sense of humour.  The 
Commanding Officer of the 2 Cant NMWC, Lieutenant Colonel 
Grant McMillan, spoke of Eric’s service in 23 Battalion.  He 
described a humble man who didn’t see himself as anything 
special, he just did what was required to look after his mates 
and got the job done; an ordinary but extraordinary person.  The 
CO also acknowledged Thursa, and the deep ties the Batchelor 
family has maintained with the Army following Eric’s return to 
Waimate. 

Eric was piped out of the hall to the sound of the ‘Waimate 
Warrior’, a song composed in 2004 by Timaru Piper Ivan 
Sorenson, honouring the local war hero and played by Dougall 
McLachlan.  He was placed onto the Gun Carriage and was then 
escorted through the streets of Waimate to his final resting 
place, with people lining the streets to pay their respects as his 
family followed closely behind.  

2 Cant NMWC is to dedicate a trophy in honour of Eric, to be 
called the “Sergeant Eric Batchelor DCM and Bar Cup”. This will 
be presented by his family at the Burrows Bayonet Competition 
on 11 September 2010, and is to be awarded for the unit that 
wins the annual sports challenge between 2 CANT NMWC and 4 
O SOUTH, where rugby, netball and golf are contested.

Sergeant Eric Batchelor’s 
Gallantry Awards

The Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM) was instituted in 1854 
and is the oldest British award for gallantry. It was awarded to 
non commissioned officers (NCOs) and other ranks of the Army 
for distinguished conduct in the field. Sergeant Eric Batchelor 
is one of only two WWII allied NCOs to receive the award twice.  
In 1993, the DCM was replaced in the UK by the Conspicuous 
Gallantry Cross.  

Citation for the Award of the Distinguished 
Conduct Medal – London Gazette May 1945.

“On 21 July 1944 at San Donato, Italy, Sergeant Batchelor was 
in command of the forward platoon of his Company.  With a 
small covering patrol and on his own initiative, he cleared the 
enemy from all houses on the feature.  A total of nine prisoners 
was taken, five of which he captured single-handed, enabling 
the advance of the Company to continue.  A short time later 
strong opposition was encountered from an enemy strong 
point which dominated STRADA Ridge, and which held up the 
advance.  Again Sgt Batchelor led his platoon in a successful 
attack on the position against heavy enemy machine gun and 
artillery fire.  At St. Andrea Sergeant Batchelor took out a small 
patrol to investigate a house which it was suspected the enemy 
occupied.  Leaving his party outside, he entered the house 
alone with a total disregard for personal safety and captured 
two enemy snipers.  Throughout the whole of his actions Sgt 
Batchelor showed extraordinary powers of leadership and 
initiative and set a magnificent example by his personal courage 
and supreme devotion to duty under severe conditions.” 

Citation for the Award of the bar to the 
Distinguished Conduct Medal – London Gazette 
May 1945.

“On the night of 14-15 December 1944 Sergeant Batchelor 
was a platoon sergeant in one of the forward companies in 
the attack on Celle, Italy.  When his platoon commander was 
wounded at the outset of the battle, this NCO immediately 
took command and led his men spiritedly into the attack.  In 
a long advance over broken country and without contact on 
either flank he showed great skill and personal bravery in the 
liquidation of three enemy strong-points, killing eight of the 
enemy, wounding eleven and taking twenty prisoners.  On the 
following night when ordered to proceed across country to 
his Company Head Quarters, Sergeant Batchelor mistakenly 
passed deep into enemy territory and on entering Casa Salde 
was confronted not by his Company Commander but by some 
thirty Germans.  Although he had but three men with him, he 
rapidly appreciated the surprise his entry had caused the enemy 
and with the greatest initiative immediately engaged them, 
deploying his small force to great effect.  From the resultant 
fierce and confused fracas, in which Sergeant Batchelor became 
involved in a shot for shot duel with a German NCO, the party 
emerged with nineteen prisoners, leaving behind them five 
killed and four wounded.  Throughout a long and difficult 
operation against a seasoned enemy, Sergeant Batchelor, by his 
great personal courage, initiative and outstanding leadership 
was an inspiring example to all ranks.  The work of his platoon 
under his inspiration was largely responsible for the firm hold 
the Battalion had on its objective.”

Full Honours for
New Zealand
WWII War Hero

War hero Eric Batchelor. A piper leads his funeral procession.
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By Sergeant AJ Palmer
The Army has taken delivery of the last four of ten Palletised Knuckle Boom Cranes. This marks the 
end of an acquisition project which has been some seven years in the making. Six of the cranes 
are fitted with a winch, and will be operated by Royal New Zealand Army Logistics Regimanet 
(RNZALR) Maintenance Support personnel, to support the NZLAV in the field. 

The cranes can lift a fully armoured turret or a powerpack each weighing in excess of 2200kg 
and1200kg respectively.

Four cranes without winch will allow RNZALR distribution personnel to load and shift palletised 
stores in the field. This has currently been done by hand when supporting NZLAV.

The Army’s capital acquisitions project manager, Major Theo Alexopoulos, said the acquisition 
provided a vital capability to enable soldiers to better support the NZLAV in the field. “Responsive 
equipment care is vital to the success of the commander’s mission – the crane will allow key 
maintenance activities to be performed in the field faster and more safely.  It is important to 
acknowledge the hard work and dedication made by Trade Training School and DLEM staff.  
Through their collaborative efforts with local industry they helped to deliver an exceptional 
capability that will be with us for some time.”

The cranes are built on a purpose built pallet which twistlocks on the U1700L Unimog or 
MB2228 truck. They are completely self-contained with their own Yanmar diesel powerpack that 
runs three different hydraulic circuits, each controlling crane installation, stabiliser legs, and 
crane operation.  When not in use, the cranes lie flat centrally on the back of a Unimog 1700L for 
balanced weight distribution. When required for lifting, they slides backwards and stand up on 
the pallet towards the rear of the vehicle in one continuous motion.

The ten Italian built EFFER 165 cranes were supplied by Crane Sales (NZ) Ltd, who also involved 
New Zealand companies in building them: Mimico, Transport Technology Ltd, Matamata Panel 
Works, Juno Engineering and Power Hydraulics LTD. 

Eight RNZALR personnel received Initial operator/maintainer training in late May 10.  This 
included operator and assessment training from Ron McPherson, Assessing and Training Ltd 
and maintenance instruction from EFFER crane hydraulics specialist Stefano Auguanno , from 
Italy. Other companies involved offered students overviews of build and design process, paint 
protection systems, powerpack and minor hydraulic circuit systems. The students absorbed 
instruction enthusiastically, and gained the knowledge to operate and repair the cranes.

Future operator courses will be delivered to operators at unit level, and maintenance instruction 
will be embedded in future MS courses at Trade Training School in Trentham.

The Army’s 
new cranes

RNZALR Maintenance Support with the civilian contractors, and equipment trainers,  
L-R, front, Mr Geoff Walsh (Transport Technology) Stefano Auguanno (EFFER) Rex Wilson 
(Mimico) Stefan de Silver (Crane Sales NZ LTD) Ron McPherson (Assessing And Training LTD) 
 Sgt Palmer, LCPL Mockford, Sgt Palatchie, middle, SGT Rosewarne, SGT Hilliard, LCPL Feraru, 
back, SGT Eriha, CPL Taylor.

A Waiouru-based Army fire-fighter who used his fire fighting 
skills extensively in Timor-Leste has received a commendation 
for his efforts.

Corporal Chris Kennedy was part of the Gyro 8 deployment 
to Timor-Leste earlier this year. On 12 May a house used by 
USAID (next to the New Zealand Ambassador’s residence in 
Dili) caught fire. The local fire service attended but given the 
proximity to the Ambassador’s residence the New Zealand 
contingent dispatched its emergency response section. Led by 
CPL Kennedy the section also included two other New Zealand 
soldiers, Bombardier Andrew Moon and Private Brigit Johnson 
as volunteer fire-fighters.

According to reports from Timor-Leste, CPL Kennedy took 
decisive action in bringing the fire under control, ripping tiles 
off the roof to gain access to the fire burning in the roof cavity. 
He also entered the burning building to clear it. While damaged, 
the building was able to be saved.

His commendation from the Combined International 
Stabilisation Force (ISF) was not specifically for his actions 
regarding the fire, but also for his efforts in establishing the 
entire ISF emergency response capability.

Now back at work at the Waiouru Camp fire station CPL 
Kennedy said he valued the chance to work in Timor-Leste, as 
not many military firemen got to deploy overseas.

The local fire brigade in Dili had a couple of fire tenders and 
a group of fire-fighters, and he and other soldiers were able to 
help with training.

He reviewed how the brigade worked, and wrote standard 
operating procedures for its fire-fighters. It was, he says, an 
“awesome” experience to help the Timorese out with their 
fire-fighting capabilities. “I just modified what we do in New 
Zealand, and used whatever resources I could find over there to 
make it work.”

Fire-fighter’s Timor-Leste 
efforts commended

Corporal Chris Kennedy.
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LCPL X* always wanted to become a Commando, but his 
first assessment was cut down by a knee injury before it even 
started. The injury—an ACL rupture— is a serious knee injury 
(rupturing the main ligament inside the knee) that takes 8-12 
months to recover from.  The following story shows his journey 
to assessment thanks to effective rehabilitation and a top 
attitude. 

Spending six months in Afghanistan training myself to be fit 
and ready for the challenge of the November 2008 Commando 
Assessment, I returned home only to rupture my ACL on the 
first night back in country, having a quiet beer or two with some 
mates.

Realising I had done myself a serious injury I sought 
help at the Linton 'Back to Action' Centre. Promptly and 
enthusiastically assessed and diagnosed, I was almost 
immediately sweating it out with the other injured personnel 
from Camp attending rehabilitation classes held three 
mornings a week. 

Having been given the time and freedom from my Unit 
Command to get myself fit to fight again, I was able to attend 
further injury-specific rehab classes. My physiotherapist and 
I put a lot of work into getting my knee as strong as possible 
before I went in for knee reconstruction.

Rehab continued up until surgery, then began immediately 
after, focusing firstly on reducing the swelling and regaining 
a range of motion, and then starting work on regaining 
strength. These were tentative times due to the frailty of the 
reconstruction site. It would have been very easy to overdo 
it and undo all the surgery. I had to obey the physio’s every 
instruction to ensure everything realigned itself the way it’s 
meant to be. 

Due to the fitness and strength gained prior to surgery and 
doing what I was told post surgery, the goals laid down by 
my physio were quickly achieved and it wasn’t long before I 
was lightly running again and able to return to rehab classes. 
I was also fortunate enough to attend an ACL rehab class 
with another soldier who had the same surgery at the same 
time as me. This class three times a week after lunch focused 
specifically on ACL rehabilitation.

The 12 week challenge was then laid down to me by my 
physio, Lieutenant Raylene Kirk. The objectives were to 
improve cardio fitness, muscular strength, flexibility and 
body composition. This was assessed by a baseline fitness 
assessment, and then sessions focused on general fitness, 
followed by a one month reassessment and targeted training of 
strengthening and range of motion exercises particular to my 
surgery. 

Part way through the 12 week challenge, with my 
rehabilitation rocketing along, another Commando Assessment 
was rumoured to be beginning in November. The realisation 
of my long term goal of making the next assessment was 
looking possible. Further discussions with my physio gained 
the support and confidence I needed to start loading up my 
training. 

So now in addition to the 12 week challenge sessions three 
mornings a week, and ACL class three times a week, I started 
riding to and from work each day, and took on early morning 
gym sessions for overall strength. I also undertook lunch time 
circuits for further cardio but also to test out my knee with 
different activities and regain further confidence in its ability to 
function as a knee should.

At the completion of the 12 week challenge, the goals set 
down all achieved, I was officially signed off the rehab books. 
Two weeks later I was standing on the start of the November 
09 Commando Entry Assessment which I passed with no major 
issues from my freshly reconstructed knee. 

A little over a year since my surgery date, I have completed 
employment training and I’m a badged Commando.

I have a massive appreciation and respect for all the 
professional and knowledgeable staff of the Linton 'Back to 
Action' Centre. They were unrelenting in their support and 
commitment to helping me rehabilitate my knee and achieve 
my goals. My physio was there every step of the way from when 
I first approached the centre for help, sweating it out on the 
exercise machines next to me, challenging me to keep up, and 
finally stopping the stopwatch as I crossed the RFL finish line for 
my final fitness assessment. Could you ask for anything more?

*name changed to protect identity 

ACL Rupture
An Anterior Cruciate Rupture (ACL) involves the 
complete tear on one of the two main ligaments that 
are inside the knee.  The ACL prevents the tibia (lower 
leg bone) from moving forward on the femur (upper leg 
bone).  The Posterior Cruciate Ligament (PCL) prevents 
the femur moving backwards on the tibia.  Although 
most non-sporting individuals can get away without 
having a PCL, we all rely on our ACL for correct knee 
support and tension.

SURGERY TO 
COMMANDO 

ASSESSMENT IN 
12 MONTHS

Most soldiers sustain injuries at some point in their career. It is a personal choice whether they let 
the injury get on top of them, gain weight, lose fitness and compromise their career development, 

or whether they seek treatment, take advice, keep fit and recover as quickly as possible.

INITIAL TESTING (JUL 09) 6 WEEKS (SEP 09) 12 WEEKS (OCT 09)

2.4km run (mins) 10.24 9.08 8.52

MSFT 11.2 12.4 13.1

Press up 40 43 51

Core Test (mins) 3.00 3.00 3.00

Leg Press (Kg 1RM) 187 293 293

Ham Curl (kg 1 RM) 53 79 72

Calf RaiseL/R 21/32 40/40 50/50

Sit & Reach (cm) 27 27 35

Physiotherapist Lieutenant Raylene Kirk helps 
LCPL X  recover his strength and fitness.
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The annual inter unit sporting contest between 2/1 and 1 RNZIR lived up to participants and 
spectators’ expectations as being a very fiercely contested event.  

This year saw five codes contested over two days of competition.  A new twist on the traditional 
cross country running code was the introduction of a 10 x 1 Mile Relay consisting of two teams of 
10 runners, each team having to include an over 35 year old veteran and a woman. The course 
was four laps of the 1RNZIR quad complex which was a fraction over a mile.  Although 2/1 looked 
the better team on paper by about two minutes, 1RNZIR ran themselves ragged to come within 2 
seconds at the finish.  Overall a very successful event that allowed full spectator participation and 
had the crowd ‘going wild’. 

The rugby league score line was probably not a good reflection of the match as 1 RNZIR held a 
more senior and experienced side to a close margin at half time.  The inclusion of 2/1 and Army 
Rugby League stalwart WO2 Joe Taipari proved decisive in the second half as he went on to score 
twice and set up an additional try.  Despite the hard work put in over the season by 1RNZIR to 
develop their squad, 2/1 RNZIR went away winners with a final score line of 32 – 10.

Basketball provided 1RNZIR with their only win of the contest and was a fabulous game to watch.  
Both teams were well matched and the scoreline throughout was very rarely beyond 5 points.  
The final three minutes proved decisive for 1 RNZIR, who through some accurate shooting and 
committed defence were able to establish and maintain a comfortable buffer and win with a six 

point margin.

With the contest tally being 2 – 1 going in to the final day, 1RNZIR could be forgiven for thinking 
that an upset of sorts might have been on the cards.  The soccer score was 1-0 at the half way 
spell, however after a distracting incident midway through the second half, 2/1 RNZIR were able to 
score again to retain the Danny Halligan Jersey.  Again, a well fought event in what was generally 
considered to be a better game technically than last year.

The final event was the seniors’ rugby, with 2/1 RNZIR fielding a very strong team compared to 
1 RNZIR which is in the first phase of a rebuilding period.  Both teams played very well and 2/1 
RNZIR’s power up front was evident at scrum time.  Notwithstanding this, 1 RNZIR played with 
commitment and held the opposition to a modest score at half time.  2/1 RNZIR upped the ante in 
the second half and was able to dominate apart for a late try from 1 RNZIR that provided a degree 
of credibility and reward for the effort they had put in to prepare for the game.

Overall it was a well contested event that strengthened the fellowship and e’spirit de corps 
between the two units.   It is noteworthy that the event represented a little under a quarter of 
the entire RF manning of the NZ Army, a fact that was borne out by the high level of ability of all 
teams. It was clear that the competition is in good heart and will continue to be a regular event for 
the units despite operational commitments.  

Lone Pine fiercely 
contested between 

infantry battalions

1 RNZIR, playing in Manawatu strip, foil a 2/1 RNZIR breakthrough.22armysport
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Summary
Sport Winner Score Player of the Day 

1 RNZIR
Player of the Day 
2/1 RNZIR

10 x 1 Mile Relay 2/1 RNZIR By 2 seconds CPL A. BLACKWELL LCPL P. LOGAN

Rugby League 2/1 RNZIR 32 - 10 LCPL H. MURFITT LCPL HAURAKI

Basketball 1 RNZIR 57 - 51 LCPL J. WHAREPOURI PTE E.J. REED

Soccer 2/1 RNZIR 2 - 0 PTE B. PALMER PTE SMALLBONE

Rugby 2/1 RNZIR 39 - 7 PTE A. MANGINO CPL V. RUDOLPH

A new twist on the traditional cross 
country running code was the 
introduction of a 10 x 1 Mile Relay 
consisting of two teams of 10 runners.

1RNZIR ran themselves 
ragged to come within 
2 seconds at the finish.  
Overall a very successful 
event that allowed full 
spectator participation and 
had the crowd ‘going wild’.CO 1 RNZIR Lt Col Grant Motley and 2/1 RNZIR 10 x 1 Mile Relay Team Captain SSgt Martin Hill 

congratulate the exhausted final runners at the completion of a nail biting race. 

1st and 2nd 1st soldiers greet after the 
welcome ceremony to Lone Pine 2010 (RNZAF).

1 RNZIR, playing in Manawatu strip, 
foil a 2/1 RNZIR breakthrough.

1 RNZIR with a free throw in the basketball which was the 
only match it was able to win out of the five. 

A 1 RNZIR player secures a firm tackle on his 2nd 1st opponent. 2/1 RNZIR 
came way comfortable winners after a blitzing second half effort.
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CROSSWORD

PREVIOUS PUZZLE

BY MIKE DUNCAN

1 2 3 4 5 6

6

7 8

9 10 11

12 13 14

15 16 17 18

19 20

21

ACROSS:
1   Scenes of action
7   and 16 dn Listen  

continuously on a given 
radio frequency

8  Unsolicited and unwanted 
emails

9  Undress infantry cap 
10 Creep
12 Mongolian desert
13 Secreted
14 Grooves
15 Baden -----, British gen-

eral at the Siege of Mafek-
ing who founded scouting

17 Desert
19 Traps
20 WWI Þghter aircraft
21 Marksman
DOWN:
2   Davy CrockettÕs last battle 

place
3   Hesistant
4   Lit
5   Storehouse
6   Drives
11 MinisterÕs responsibility
12 Very wide
13 Crest
16 See 7 across
18 Water transport

C O L L A B O R A T O R
D A A R C

C O R N E R E D O B E Y
U D I I P

C R I M E A O U S T E R
I E P U

D A W N D U D A I M S
E E R G
P L A S M A C O H O R T
L R F E E
O P E N T R E N T H A M
Y T E T C

W E L T E R W E I G H T

crossword#104

Compiled by W.B. Marsh and Bruce Carrick.
Reviewed by Major Neil Bleasdale

This is my first book review where I have not read the entire book.   As the sub-title states – 
there’s one story for each day of the year, and the Editor of Army News couldn’t wait that long.   
But I have read enough to feel confident in my review.

Each day of the year – 365 stories.   Even though 29 February is included (the Deerfield Massacre 
of 1704), the book counts Paul Revere’s ride over two days as one story.   The stories range 
through history from 490BC (Marathon) to the Invasion of Iraq (Pte Beharry VC). 

Being a Kiwi, I immediately checked out the 25th of April, only to be disappointed.   In fact the 
only reference to Gallipoli is 9 January - the inglorious withdrawal of 1916!   This disappointment 
continued.  Palestine, Messines, El Alamein, Cassino, Upham, Kapyong.   None were listed.  
But then I realised that this book was not trying to be an authorative anthology of battles or 
heroes.  It is exactly what the sub-title says it is – a collection of “stories”.   Not every campaign 
is covered and some campaigns are over represented, but the stories are interesting.  Quirky and 
catchy titles often mask the battle or campaign and stirs the reader’s curiosity.   And interest is 
maintained by the addition of a daily summary of “Other Action This Day” at the conclusion of 
each day’s main story.  This is supported by chronological and alphabetical indexes.  

There is a clear British/European bias.   But any compilation of this type will almost inevitably 
betray an author’s background.   The book provides no clue as to who Marsh and Carrick are, or 
whether they have any academic standing.   But in some respects, that’s not important with this 
book.  They have produced an eclectic collection of military history from throughout time and 
across the globe.  This strength is further enhanced by their writing style that is both engaging 
and suitable for a wide range of readers.

This book is not recommended for the library of a military historian.   But it will find its place in 
the mess or recreation hall where it can be picked up and perused whenever the reader feels the 
need. The structure of one story per day makes it easy to start (and stop) when time is limited.

• Major Bleasdale is a serving Army Officer. 

Tales of War: Great 
Stories from Military 
History for Every Day 
of the Year



















WRACs gather
A group of former New Zealand Women’s Royal Army Corps (NZWRAC) members met in Palmerston North for a luncheon to celebrate 
the NZWRAC Corp Day recently.
The former WRACs got together for a reunion in June 2009 in Wanganui. From that reunion the NZWRAC Association was re formed.
Another Reunion is planned for 29th June - 1st July 2012 in Palmerston North, to celebrate 70 years since the formation of the NZWAAC.
The Association is open to ex NZWAAC, NZWAC, NZWRAC and Army Service Women.
For more information contact contact  Secretary: Thelma Holdaway, PO Box 50070 Porirua 5024, Phone 027 419 0742 or  
email goldendowny@hotmail.com
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CPL	 CD	 BARKER	 23-Apr-10	 RNZE
CPL	 KP	 GRIFFITHS	 7-May-10	 RNZAMC
WO2	 JJ	 KING	 7-May-10	 RNZALR
WO2	 BH	 TE WHEORO	 20-May-10	 RNZIR
SSGT	 OMA	 TARU	 14-Jun-10	 RNZALR
LT	 M.J	 MARINOVICH	 16-Jun-10	 RNZA
SSGT	 SW	 DUNCAN	 17-Jun-10	 RNZALR
SSGT	 DB	 MCKENZIE	 17-Jun-10	 RNZALR
CPL	 KW	 COOK	 22-Jun-10	 RNZALR
CPL	 JE	 SWIFT	 22-Jun-10	 RNZALR
CPL	 CH	 MCHAFFIE	 23-Jun-10	 RNZALR
LCPL	 AM	 BALLARD	 25-Jun-10	 RNZALR
LCPL	 HR	 KENNARD	 28-Jun-10	 RNZALR

CPL	 KJ	 BROWN	 30-Jun-10	 RNZAMC
LBDR	 JP	 PRITCHARD	 30-Jun-10	 RNZA
LBDR	 LL	 TE WHAITI	 30-Jun-10	 RNZA
LBDR	 KT	 WARD	 30-Jun-10	 RNZA
SSGT	 MW	 CHAPMAN	 1-Jul-10	 RNZAEC
LCPL	 B	 ECKERSLEY	 1-Jul-10	 RNZIR
MAJ	 P.G	 GARNER	 1-Jul-10	 RNZAEC
SGT	 SJ	 ALLEN	 2-Jul-10	 RNZALR
LBDR	 D	 MILLIGAN	 2-Jul-10	 RNZA
LBDR	 TJ	 PEARCE	 2-Jul-10	 RNZA
LCPL	 GL	 PYKE	 2-Jul-10	 RNZSIGS
LCPL	 SN	 TISELI	 2-Jul-10	 RNZE
SGT	 RA	 ROBERTS	 7-Jul-10	 RNZALR

SGT	 RA	 ROBERTS	 7-Jul-10	 RNZALR

LCPL	 DA	 BILLING	 12-Jul-10	 RNZALR

LCPL	 JJ	 BUSH	 16-Jul-10	 RNZIR

LCPL	 C	 HAURAKI	 16-Jul-10	 RNZIR

LCPL	 HGT	 MAILAU	 16-Jul-10	 RNZIR

LCPL	 DRJ	 MCIVER	 16-Jul-10	 RNZIR

LCPL	 PAR	 PAI	 16-Jul-10	 RNZIR

CPL	 JTB	 PETERO	 16-Jul-10	 RNZIR

LCPL	 CJ	 RHODES	 16-Jul-10	 RNZIR

LCPL	 SA	 MCDONALD	 28-Jul-10	 RNZSIGS

LCPL	 JA	 BLACK	 1-Aug-10	 RNZALR

LCPL	 KW	 KING	 1-Aug-10	 RNZALR

Rank	 Inits	 Surname	 effective	 CORPS Rank	 Inits	 Surname	 effective	 CORPS Rank	 Inits	 Surname	 effective	 CORPS

Promotions

Love:Sports & fitness? 

Aspire: To instruct soldiers, 
to live a lifestyle of health 
& fitness?
Want to: People build, 
become a leader?
Yes!  Then you have the job 
fit we want.

GET READY 
FOR THE 
NEW PTI 
SELECTION 
BOARD

Contact your gym now for your start up pack.

Step up to the line: Sep 27- 1 oct 10, waiouru
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Split into two teams, the twelve Kiwi shooters competed in team and individual matches 
winning a number of events and finished a creditable third and fifth overall. 

“ It was an excellent result considering many of the teams competing train all year round. The 
standard of shooting our guys produced was exceptional,” said officer in charge, Captain Jason 
Tinsley.

The CENTSAM competition is possibly the best known of all international military shooting 
competitions and is held at the famous Bisley ranges in the United Kingdom in July. The 
competition is attended by military shooting teams from around the world. 

Out of 240 individual competitors, Staff Sergeant Darryn Mitchell of 1 RNZIR finished third 
overall and Corporal Mark Duncan of 7 WNHB finished fifth overall. Staff Sergeant Kurt Andersen 
competed throughout the competition with a wrist broken in two places and finished a very 
credible 67th overall. 

“I am very proud to be part of the NZ Army Shooting Team and all the hard work we put in prior 
to the competition has paid off,” says team member Corporal Mark Duncan.

In the highlight of the week, the NZ Army team retained the prestigious Parachute Cup . The 
team also achieved solid results in the Meuthen Cup, United Services Cup, Urban Contact Match 
and International Service Rifle Match. 

The Parachute Cup is a fire team match for four personnel requiring a 500m run in patrol order 
wearing body armour and helmet in under three minutes. It is followed by a continuous run down 
march from 600m – 100m firing at each mound using different fire positions. Movement between 
mounds is done by fire and movement (without the firing). 

In the Methuen Cup, a six man team competes against the six best firers in each of the Corps 
of the British Army and six firers from each of the RF infantry brigades. The NZ team performed 
exceptionally well, beating all 17 domestic teams. 

The United Services Cup is competed for by international teams and teams representing the 
British Army, British Territorial Army, Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force (RAF). The NZ team 
finished 3rd overall. 

The Urban Contact Match resulted in yet another third with some top individual shooting within 
the team.

The final event was the International Service Rifle Match, which saw the international teams take 
on the Great Britain Combined Services Team. The NZ Army team finished a credible third behind 
the Omanis and British. 

In all, the team won the following awards:
(1) Individual Gold: 3
(2) Individual Silver: 4
(3) Individual Bronze: 3
(4) Team Gold: 4
(5) Team Silver: 1
(6) Team Bronze: 4 

The NZ Army combat shooting team struck 
gold recently at the world renowned Central 
Skill at Arms (CENTSAM) military shooting 
competition. 

GOLDEN 
RESULTS 

FOR ARMY SHOOTERS 

Corporal Duncan competes on Nelson range.

Team members compete during the Methuen Cup.

SSgt Mitchell receives his award for 2nd place in the international competition. 

Team photo with medals and trophies won during CENTSAM.
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The current Touch rugby season has been 
something of a benchmark season for 
New Zealand Army Touch, with stand out 
performances by several players, in particular 
three players in three different age grades 
selected to represent New Zealand.

Sapper Paul Davis, NZ Touch Blacks. Earlier this year  
SPR Paul Davis, SME, followed on from his superb 2008 
and 2009 seasons with the NZ Touch Blacks with continued 
selection in the elite NZ Men’s side. In January the Touch Blacks 
played Australia in the Trans Tasman series in Auckland. Against 
the current World Champions, the Touch Blacks dominated the 
first test match winning 6 – 3. Unfortunately the Australian side 
lifted for the second test (winning 10 – 8) and scraping through 
7 – 6 in the decider. SPR Davis’ season performance was 
officially recognised with almost complete domination of the NZ 
Army and NZDF Sports Awards.

After the NZ National Touch Tournament in March two more NZ 
Army touch players were selected to represent New Zealand in 
the Masters Trans Tasman Touch Series in Townsville, Australia. 

Warrant Officer Class Two Greg Mildon, 2HSB (NZ) represented 
NZDF Mens 30s at the NZ National Tournament and was selected 
in the NZ Mens 40s team. Corporal Eugene Hepi, 2HSB (NZ) 
represented Manawatu Open Mens at the same tournament and 

was selected in the NZ Mens 30s side. 
The Masters Trans Tasman Series is the first Masters series 

between the two top nations in world Touch for 25 years. 
Australia has dominated almost all grades in the Open and 
Masters grades at World Cups for 25 years, so this series was 
seen as a huge challenge for the New Zealand contingent.

WO2 Greg Mildon, NZ Mens 40s.  WO2 Mildon has had NZ 
representative success previously, most recently in 2005 with 
the NZ Mixed 30s side. In a team stacked with NZ legends, 
including Peter Walters aka ‘Mr Touch’ and Peter McIntyre 
(current NZ Open Men’s Coach); the NZ 40s side was touted 
as favourites to upset the Australian World Champions. In an 
ill-disciplined first test the NZ team lost focus losing 9 – 5. The 
second match’s arm-wrestle ended with a very disappointing 
loss 7 – 5. In the third test the NZ 40s finally adapted to, and 
exceeded, the fast Australian style and by playing to their real 
potential took out the last test of the series 6 – 5. 

CPL Eugene Hepi, NZ Mens 30s.  As a stand out player and 
stalwart of NZ Army Touch, CPL Hepi’s NZ selection came 
as no surprise to the NZ Army Touch family. With such a 
significant milestone, it is appropriate that CPL Hepi’s debut NZ 
representation is accounted in his own words:

"Kicking off an international game of touch at nine thirty 
at night was a new experience for those who participated 
during the Masters Trans Tasman Touch Series (MTTS) held in 
Townsville, Australia. This was my first time representing NZ at 
touch and I wish to share this experience with you all.

Going into a NZ Touch camp not knowing anyone with only  
your individual skill sets to rely on is quite a nerve racking 
experience. These nerves were put through their paces during 
the first training camp in Christchurch in May. On arrival into 
camp our fourteen man squad was increased to fifteen but 
someone was going to be dropped by the end of the camp, so 
essentially the training camp turned into a trial, and a trial it 

proved to be. 
The squad was made up of nine players from Canterbury, 

two Auckland reps and one player each from Bay of Plenty, 
Waikato, North Harbour and myself (Manawatu).  With only two 
days to build a team that would gel smoothly it was inevitable 
that someone north of Canterbury was going to miss out. The 
training camp was intense and by the second session I was 
cramping in every muscle in my legs. Fortunately by the end of 
day two I had done enough to impress the coach and my seat 
was booked on the plane so for the next two weeks it was up to 
me to stay injury free.

In early June we left NZ for Townsville, to compete in the TTS. 
Two warm- up games against two North Queensland rep teams 
in a tropical environment blew out the cobwebs; thankfully 
played at night and under lights so the conditions were nice 
and cool. With a win and a draw we knew we had some work to 
complete prior to our first test match.

The first test match was played at 9.30 pm so the build up was 
a long drawn out process. With half the team being international 
debutants this meant nerves, butterflies in the stomach and 
no sleep prior to the test match. Lining up for the singing of the 
national anthem was the moment it all sunk in for me. I had 
heard, sung and seen the national anthem performed on many 
occasions but this time it had real significance. 

By the time we kicked off the body was primed and rearing 
to go. The game was a real dog fight however the Aussies 

overcame us to lead the three match series. 
The funny thing was there was no feeling of 
loss; for me I was still on a natural high from 
the whole ordeal. Unfortunately I’ll have to 
wait a whole year to get the feeling of triumph 
as the Aussies took out game two and three 

convincingly.
 To be honest the team definitely has the goods and will 

hopefully prove it at the World Cup next year in Scotland- 
something I really want to be a part of. The experience I gained 
was enormous, having top class coaching and top class team 
mates gives you a new lease of life towards touch and it has 
made me more hungrier for more of this experience.

Touch is a very simple game and it is made even simpler at 
the highest levels but it is done at a pace which is three to four 
times faster and everything is done with a purpose. The lessons 
learned will not only benefit my game but also NZ ARMY and 
NZDF touch as I cant wait to share my experiences.

I’d like to personally thank the following for their support in 
my debut season representing New Zealand: 2HSB(NZ), the Eru 
Brown Gym Staff, LTDG NPF, Waiouru WO’s and SNCO’s Mess, 
Waiouru Junior Ranks Garrison Club, TAD staff, Waiouru Marae 
and the Waiouru Community.

 The Open and Masters Trans Tasman Series in 2010 were 
seen by NZ Touch as a progress step towards the major goal 
of winning the Federation of International Touch World Cup.  
All three NZ Army Touch players are targeting the World Cup 
in Scotland in July 2011 and successful selection for these NZ 
sides depends on strong individual and team performance at 
the NZ Touch Nationals in March 2011. The support from NZ 
Army approving periods of absence, and the assistance from 
the Singapore Fund, regional sports clubs, messes and the 
community has been invaluable in helping all three players 
achieve their personal goals. Thank you all for your generous 
support.   

NZ ARMY TOUCH SEASON
NZ Army Regionals

Waiouru 8 – 12 November 2010

NZDF Inter Service
Ohakea 15 – 19  November 2010 

NZ Masters
Wanganui January 2011

For more information on playing
Army Touch please contact:

Code Chairperson- WO2 Greg Mildon DTelN 369 7650

Auckland-  SSGT Scott Cottier-  DTelN 396 7099 (Gym)

Waiouru-  SGT Lisa Harrison  DTelN 367 7911

Linton-  WO2 Greg Mildon DTelN 369 7650

Trentham- WO2 Don Mohr  DTelN 347 7442

Burnham- WO2 Jase Keno DTelN 337 7381

THREE 
GENERATIONS 
OF NZ TOUCH 
EXCELLENCE

SPR Davis’ season performance was officially 
recognised with almost complete domination of 
the NZ Army and NZDF Sports Awards.

As a stand out player and stalwart 
of NZ Army Touch, CPL Hepi’s NZ 
selection came as no surprise to the 
NZ Army Touch family.

Warrant Officer Class Two Greg 
Mildon, 2HSB (NZ) represented 
NZDF Mens 30s at the NZ National 
Tournament and was selected for the 
NZ Mens 40s team.

CPL Hepi (left) and WO2 Mildon 

SPR Davis
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Stand out Touch player Corporal 
Eugene Hepi shows his form.




