










Staff Sergeant Alex (Macca) Mckenzie, from 6th Hauraki Battalion 
based in Tauranga, recently took on the challenge of running from 
Tauranga to Waiouru over three days. He is an experienced ultra 
distance runner who represented New Zealand in the Commonwealth 
Championships in the United Kingdom last year. The distance 
from Tauranga to Waiouru is 250 kilometres  (approximately six 
marathons) which meant he needed to average over 80km per day.  
Staff Sergeant Bob Mankelow provided support throughout the run. 

The first day covered Tauranga to Reporoa. Running via Pyes Pa to 
Rotorua involved the arduous climb through the Mangorewa Gorge. 
A puzzled roadworker along the way had a brief conversation with 
Macca about his destination and gazed in disbelief when he said 
he was running to Waiouru. Soon after this Macca was joined on 
the road by Fi Ellison, a running mate and fellow Tauranga Ramblers 
Club runner, who ran with him for the next 4 hours.  This took them 
through Ngongotaha where they had time for a quick photo with a 
policeman and also had some well earned food. Then they headed 
through Rotorua and onto the Taupo Road. About 15km south of 
Rotorua, Fi left and Macca carried on solo as far as Reporoa. Once 
there Bob Mankelow and Macca enjoyed hamburgers at the Hot Spot 
Takeaways to mark the end of the long hot day. This marked 96.8kms 
from the start. 

Resuming from the same point the next morning, Macca headed 
on to Taupo (140km from the start), pausing for a drink and ice cream 
before continuing on as far as Waitetoko. This leg included such 
challenges as Hatepe hill in drizzling rain and negotiating some of 
State Highway One’s most windy and narrow segments. Waitetoko 
marked 173km. Macca said that the early mornings were calm but as 
traffic built each day, the constant flow of trucks and friendly truckies 
provided some distraction and entertainment along the way.  Some 
flicked lights, some sounded their horns or shouted encouragement. 

After a good night’s rest in Taupo and being treated to some 
food and hospitality, the final day started just after 6.00am from 
Waitetoko. Continuing south through Turangi (with a brief stop for 
breakfast) Macca began ascending onto the Desert Road and was 
rejoined by Fi at the 212km point. The pair had to face a number of 
challenges along the way including strong winds, rain, cold, heat 
and even a sandstorm while trying to cope with the altitude. Macca 
said “the road seemed to go on forever. We got it all up there — one 
minute it was cold and raining, the next it was hot and steamy, plus 
we got hit by a sandstorm. It was a real challenge.” 

They arrived at Helwan Camp in Waiouru at 1634 on Saturday, 13 
February where they were met by the Commanding Officer of 6th 
Hauraki Battalion, Lieutenant Colonel Julian Sewell, and members of 
the Territorial Force who were completing their annual field exercise.

Runner extraordinaire Macca Mckenzie before his marathon effort.
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Sapper Paul Davis made a virtual clean sweep of the Army 
Sports awards, winning Individual Sportsperson of the Year, the 
Outstanding Sports Award, and Chief of Army’s Supreme Award.

The Linton engineer has been a valuable member of the 
NZ Army Touch code, as not only a talented player, but as 
a mentor of all players within the code. He has continued 
with his representative successes at the junior level with 
achievements at the elite level of his chosen sport. His passion 
for the code and his obvious talent are seen not only at the NZ 
Representative level, but also in his pride in representing the 
Army and in his desire to elevate the standard of Touch within 
the New Zealand Defence Force.

SPR Davis was an integral player and Captain of the NZ Army 
Open Men’s Touch team, winners of the Open Men’s grade at 
the 2009 NZDF Touch tournament.

He has been a committed player of the Manawatu Open Mens 
Touch team for a number of seasons, and again represented 
the province at the NZ Touch National Championships in March 
2009 in Hutt City.

Other awards presented included:
Team of the Year - NZ Army Women's Open Touch Team
Official of the Year - Mrs Sue Harrison - Softball
The NZ Army Women's Open Touch team was placed 1st at 

the Inter Services in February 2009. The team was defending its 
title for the second consecutive year, and achieved the first ever 
three-peat by a NZ Army Women's Touch team.

The team played with an uncompromising competitiveness 
that the RNZAF and RNZN found difficult to match. Previous 
years of RNZN dominance were swept aside by the young and 
skilful talent of the NZ Army side. Coached and led by senior 
players, the team, which included a number of rookies, gelled 
to eventually dominate the final. Throughout the tournament 
their style of play  was impressive and demonstrated a high 
level of skill and teamwork. Judges felt the Army Women's 
Touch team have a very strong bond, on and off the playing 
field and demonstrate a strong camaraderie typical of the NZ 
Army. Operational commitments prevented all but  four of the 10 
selected NZ Army Open Women's players from competing at the 
NZ Touch Championships

Mrs Sue Harrison was nominated as the NZ Army Sports 
Official of the Year as a result of notable achievements and for 
her continued dedication, time and effort put into NZ Army and 
NZDF Softball.  She was also awarded an Army colour for her 
services to softball.

Warrant Officer Class One R.N.M McLean, Royal New Zealand 
Artillery, was awarded an Army colour for his services to rugby, 
and Staff Sergeant T.R. Hiroti, Royal New Zealand Army Logistic 
Regiment for his services to basketball.

Sports 
awards

The Army colour is awarded to service people who merit special recognition for their 
services to Army sport. They may be awarded the Army Colour by the Chief of Army on the 
recommendation of the Army Sports Committee.  The Army Colour is awarded only to those 
service people who have made some outstanding contribution to an approved Army sport.  
They must have reached at least a provincial or combined services level of representation 
as a player in sport and also have coached, administered, or made some other significant 
contribution to foster the sport.
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Sapper Paul Davis with his line-up of awards.

Colonel Phil McKee  presents the Team of the year trophy, won by the NZ Army Women's open Touch team, to Sergent Lisa Harrison.

Chief Army, Major General Rhys Jones with  Army Colour awardee WO 1 R McLean.

Official of the Year, Mrs Sue Harrison.
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Lance Corporal Reuben James shows his United States opponent 
how it’s done in an Antarctic rugby game. (See page 11). 

Photo: Corporal Sam Shepherd.




