










By Captain Scott McIntyre
Five hundred people wheeled or ran over the 42 Traverse (T42) 
in an inaugural off-road event on 1 May.

The T42 is based around the famous and iconic 42 Traverse 
track, a rough historic logging track through the Tongariro 
Forest, often claimed to be the best one-day mountain bike 
(MTB) track in the country. It starts just north of the Whakapapa 
turnoff on State Highway 47 and goes through to Owhango.

The T42 event had four options: 47km mountain bike, 42km 
off-road marathon run, 24km off-road adventure run and a 
6.5km off-road run / walk. It’s a great event if you want to get 
into off-road running or a longer MTB ride.  Check out www.t42.
co.nz or www.coolrunning.co.nz for more info.

The 47k MTB and 42km marathon followed the 42 Traverse 
track, while the 24 and 6.5km run both started and finished at 
the Owhango Domain.  Hayden Kana, Adrienne Hannan and I 
entered this new event, with Hayden and Adrienne running the 
42km off-road marathon.  I had planned to do the 42km run, but 
a still-broken foot from the Tarawera 100km ultramarathon had 
me strapping on a pair of wheels instead of shoes for my first 
MTB event.

The MTB event started on a private Landcorp farm to the 
south west of the start of the 42 Traverse track.  I managed to 
get in the front quarter of the pack of 250 or so riders before 
the start, with the aim of not being passed by the lead runners 
later down the track.  At ‘Go’, we squeezed through a farm gate 
and splashed through some green-looking mud in a paddock 
now devoid of cows before a short sprint across farmland.  After 
a quick climb up onto State Highway 47, the route followed 
the tarseal for 700–800m before we took a left hand turn into 
Kapoors Rd.

This flat, fast gravel road took us 6km to the start of the  
42 Traverse track proper.  The track is a net downhill (see 
race profile) with a few technical bits, a handful of short river 
crossings, patches of incredibly slippery papa clay (also known 
as  ghost rock) and some deep mud-filled ruts.   Most of the 
slippery ghost rock seemed to be placed just round a sharp 
bend after a fast bit of downhill.  This led to some interesting 
moments of simultaneous grabs at brake levers, punching 
down through the gears, locking the front shocks and keeping 
the RPM up to grind up and over whatever your front wheel was 
heading towards while your back wheel did its best to become 
your front wheel. 

 And this was usually while trying not to ride over/into another 
rider as they either fell off or stopped just in front of you. Not 
bad for testing your multi-tasking abilities …

Most of the uphills were long, grinding, thigh-burning climbs 
out of creeks, but the reward of blasting downhill usually made 
up for the hurt.  I quickly realised that no matter how fast you 
can run, powering through 50km/hr on a downhill gravel track 
on a mountain bike is surely a better way to travel.  This was 
reflected in the faces of the leading 24km runners when the two 
events merged onto the same track as we kindly showered them 
in gravel as we sped past.

After being told by at least three marshals that their hill was 
the last uphill, it wasn’t surprising to find another long, grinding 

uphill stretch just before the finish.  And it was slow enough for 
some runners to catch the bikers and prove that runners can 
hill climb faster than 8km/hr.  Their smiles faded into jealous 
mutterings as we bikers crested the hill and quickly sped away 
through the last bit of fast single track and down the finish 
chute.  A rider I’d started near to had ridden with me for the last 
hour, and Malcolm and I decided to sprint for the line, almost 
running out of room at the end of the chute due to our mud-
clogged brakes.  

We finished in two hours 44 minutes, with the first biker home 
in one hour 47 minutes, and the lead 42km runner taking just 
over three hours.

Splashing and sliding 
through the Central Plateau

After being told by at least three 
marshals that their hill was the 
last uphill, it wasn’t surprising to 
find another long, grinding uphill 
stretch just before the finish.
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Participants gather in the mud Scott McIntyre manages a smile.

Cresting one (of many) hills.

The finish line!
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Softball’s 
new patron
Former Army softball representative, Mr Des Hammond is Army 
softball’s new patron. 

Des enlisted into the Regular Force Cadet School in the 
New Zealand Army in 1964. He quickly found his way into the 
cadet softball team, which also had long time Army softball 
representative, Roy Seaman. The two cadets formed a strong 
pitcher/catcher combination, with Des doing the pitching and 
Roy the catching. Their coach was Army softball legend Alan 
Shirley, who was a Royal New Zealand Signals Sergeant posted 
to the Regular Force Cadet School.   

Following graduation from the Cadet School, Des was posted 
to 3 Field Workshop in Burnham as a RNZEME craftsman. It 
was in Burnham in the late 1960s, that Des joined the Kaiapoi 
Club. A year or two later, Des encouraged fellow Army softball 
representative, Reg Bennett (2/1 RNZIR), to join his team.

Following his service career, Des was instrumental in helping 
the pioneer figure of Army Softball, Mr Maurie Bull and long 
time softball representative Tommy Keong in organising the very 
first Army Softball reunion in 1995 in Palmerston North. Due to 
the success of the first reunion, a second was held two years 
later in the same location. 

Queens Birthday weekend signalled a major event for Kiwi 
marksmen when the New Zealand Army Combat Shooting Team 
(NZACST) pitted their skills against the New Zealand Service 
Rifle Team (NZSRT)

The competition was won by the NZACST.
Ten members of the NZACST competed against 10 members 

of the NZSRT. The matches were individual with all competitors’ 
scores adding up to produce the combined result to see who 
the winning team was.

The two matches that were used as the basis for the 
competition were both from the British Competition Shooting 
Pam. 

Match 8 (The Army Hundred Cup) is a shoot that encompasses 
precision shooting back to 300m. It also includes a physical 
rundown and shoot from the 300m to 100m. Match Highest 
Possible Score (HPS) is 250. This match was shot twice over the 
weekend.

The International Service Rifle Team Match. This match is very 
similar to match 8 in its component serials, the only exception 
being the addition of serials at the 500m and the run down 
being 500m to 100m. This match was shot once over the 
weekend. HPS 300.

The competition was conducted in good spirits between 
both teams and it was good to see the teams mingling at every 
opportunity. The young Army personnel made the most of the 
opportunity to learn some new techniques from the older NZSRT 
members.

The night of 5 June saw the NZACST host the NZSRT in the 
Waiouru mess. This was a great function and further displayed 
Army culture to the NZSRA and also showed the junior ranks 
of the Army Team something to aspire to. A very successful 
weekend won by the NZACST. The intent is to continue this 
competition annually from now on.

Results
Match 8 (5 June first time through)
Winner: SSgt Mitchell, NZACST – 233 pts
Team Scores: NZACST – 2167, NZSRT 1608
Match 8 (5 June first time through)
Winner: SSgt Muschamp, NZACST – 220 pts
Team Scores: NZACST – 2040, NZSRT 1714
International Service Rifle Match (6 June)
Winner: SSgt Mitchell, NZACST – 217pts
Team Scores: NZACST – 1966, NZSRT 1440
Overall Winner for the competition
Individual: SSgt Mitchell, NZACST
Team: NZACST – 6173 pts, NZSRT 4762

NZSRA History:
The New Zealand Service Rifle Association is a civilian 
organisation formed in 1997 by merging the Wellington Service 
Rifle Association and the Auckland Military Arms Society.

The NZSRA is independent of the National Rifle Association, 
which has its own membership and charter.

The NZSRA holds its own competitions and also selects a 
team from its members to represent New Zealand in service 
rifle competitions around the world.

The NZSRA promotes the safe use of military style firearms 
and the members of Service Rifle Team use a variety of 5.56mm 
AR15 and Sig 550 rifles.

NZACST vs NZSRT History
This is the second meeting between the two teams. The first 
was in 2008, once again prior to Central Skill at Arms Meeting.

The competition was put together by Major Dan Wildy of the 
NZACST and David Von Elling, the then president of the NZSRA.

The aim of the competition was to expose the NZACST to a 
competition prior to CENTSAM.

This competition also provides a forum for discussion on 
shooting techniques and current practice around the world. As 
the NZSRT competes around the world, its members are very 
knowledgeable about shooting. Their experience helps out the 
members of the NZACST.

This competition also allows Army to raise its profile among 
members of the community who have a passion for shooting. 
As we host them in Waiouru Camp, they get exposed to some 
aspects of military life and leave with a good impression of our 
people and skills.

The first competition was won by the NZACST.

Army top shots in action
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Private James Hill, 1 RNZIR, completes his challenge before 
the women begin their karakia at the Royal New Zealand 
Army Medical Corps Banner Parade at Linton Camp, attended 
by HRH the Duke of Gloucester.(See  insert page 13) The 
Duke is accompanied here by Staff Sergeant Mike Te Hau.  
Photo: AC Laura Ridley.




