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STRIKES 60 YEARS

By WO2 Doon Groves

In 1949, the Regular Force Cadet School softball team, based at
Trentham Camp and coached by Sergeant Maurice Bull (RNZAOQ),
was entered into the Hutt Valley competition. Sixty years later, in
November this year, the Inter-Regional Tournament was held in
Trentham, the birth place of Army softball.

The Trentham Camp groundsman, Ewan Sutherland, and his
dedicated team painstakingly manicured Davis Field into Yankee
Stadium in preparation for three days of softball competition.

On Day One of the tournament, the Northern women’s team
(strengthened by a handful of Central players) suffered a heavy
defeat against the might of Southern. The next day, Southern’s
pitcher and catcher were loaned to Northern for the second
game, and this time Northern reversed the result with a big win
against Southern. The final women’s game of the tournament
saw the reformed Southern team take it to the tournament hosts
Northern. With superb hitting and sound pitching, Southern
women took the title, yet again.

A powerful Northern men’s team, stacked with current and
former Army players, ploughed their way through the opposition's
pitching during round robin play. This dominating form advanced
Northern straight into the final. Central, last year’s champions,
faced off against Southern in the playoff game. The winner
would continue in the tournament, but the loser would not. The
playoff game did not disappoint and was dubbed the game of
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About 120 guests gathered for the 6oth anniversary.

Northern woman Clare Aubrey
sets off from second base .

the tournament. Central pipped Southern by one run to advance
to the penultimate game. The final burst into life as Central
took an early lead over Northern. The lead changed hands after
Northern’s first turn at bat, but Central came back and looked

to have sealed the deal, with a late run seeing the Northerners
home by a single run.

At the tournament’s prize giving, the tournament champions
were crowned and the individual awards presented by the
chairman of Army Sport Lieutenant Colonel Bob Bulman.

The prize-giving formalities were capped off with a special

presentation to outgoing code chairman, Captain Grant McCarroll.

CAPT McCarroll has held the code chairman’s position since
April 2004. His sound softball background, leadership and
commitment to Army and NZDF softball over that time are some
of the reasons why he was a recipient of the NZDF Colour earlier
this year.

Two strong and experienced Army teams were selected
and headed to RNZAF Base Whenuapai for the Inter-Services
Tournament from 30 November to 4 December.

The tournament committee wishes to thank the LTCOL Stephen
Piercy and his logistics staff who supported the tournament and
helped to make it a huge success.

The Inter-Regional Tournament was the prelude to the 6oth
Anniversary of Army softball reunion.

The cutting of the cake by Sharna
Wilson, John Eagar and Marc Stallard.

Former Army softball player Reg Bennett
delivers a pitch during the anniversary

ARMY SOFTBALLS
FAMILY REUNITES

Softball was first played in the Army in 1949, and in 2005
Army softballers began the huge task of recording and, most
importantly, preserving its history on the Army website.

Planning and preparations for the 6oth Anniversary began in
2008. An anniversary committee of past and present softball
members was formed and a reunion date was set for November
20009.

On Friday 6 November 2009, past and present Army
softballers converged on Upper Hutt for the reunion. A few
attendees made their way from as far away as New York, the
UK, Australia and Tonga, not to forget those who also travelled
from the far ends of New Zealand.

That evening at Messines Army Centre, Trentham Captain
Grant McCarroll welcomed the 123 attendees and opened the
reunion. Chaplain Raharuhi Koia followed with an Anniversary
blessing before the assembled guests got down to the
business of catching up on the good old softball days with
their former team mates and officials. The attendees also
received their memorabilia apparel, softball coins and the
Army softball journal. The journal was put together over several
months and contains collections of photographs, articles and
memories of the past 60 years. The large collection of data and
images has been made into a journal.

The following morning, at Davis Field, softball gloves were
dusted off and bats swung as the Umpire announced “play
ball”. A large crowd gathered in the bright sunshine to watch
their old team mates “do their softball thing” on the diamond
once again. A BBQ lunch (cooked by Tiny Graham (Trade
Training School) and Joe and Louise Waiariki) sizzled away in
front of the Pavilion.

Later that evening, the attendees assembled at the Upper
Hutt Cosmopolitan Club for the official dinner. A highlight
just before dinner was when Chaplain and Army pitcher
Raharuhi “Ra” Koia said Grace, which rather fittingly had a
softball theme and also had everyone laughing. Following
the buffet meal, the anniversary cake was cut by the Patron of
Army softball and youngest men’s and women’s team players
Sapper Marc Stallard and Lance Corporal Sharna Wilson.

The guest speaker was former Black Sox Head Coach Mr Don
Tricker, who shared his coaching experiences.

Former player Mike Dellow in action.
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Courage, commitment, comradeship — and cunning — were all evident at Waiouru on 5 November
during the annual challenge between the Garrison Club and the Senior Non-Commissioned Officer
(SNCO) Mess for the Pace Stick of Victory.

The challenge began at ogoo with a darts competition, and Gibbo MacGibbon and Tim Powell
took the Garrison Club into an early lead. However Brian Kelly led the SNCO Mess in a timely rally,
enabling them to win the match five games to three.

The mid-morning mixed netball game was played to a high standard. With Tuck Fryer, Temepara
Tamati and Mario Ropati leading the attack, and strong defensive play by Carmen Eriksson and
Shar Simcock, the SNCO Mess took an early lead. The Garrison Club counter-attacked strongly in
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s The netball was hotly contested.
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SSGT Tony Ponting shows the younger players how it’s done ..

[TUDE AS YOUNG

IN WAIGURU

the third and fourth quarters, but strong play by Shaun Moore, Irene Fryer, Tommy Parker and Terry
Simpson had the Warrant Officers and Sergeants ahead 39-29 at the final whistle.

A large partisan crowd turned up to watch the afternoon rugby match. Their greater weight and
extra years of experience took the SNCO Mess to an early lead, but the younger Corporals had
more staying power and the game turned their way in the third quarter, culminating in a brilliant
try by O’Shea Maihi at the end of that quarter. But the Sergeants fought to regain control of the
ball, winning the game 29-19.

The Pace Stick is now on display in the SNCO Mess, next to the Sword won from Officers Mess.
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BT -\: But youth occasionally got the better of experience.

CORRECTION
The Harding Cup was won by 5th Wellington West Coast & Taranaki Battalion Group, and not the
3rd Auckland Northland Battalion group as reported in last month’s Army News.

The Auckland Regiment won the Commander’s trophy for the overall best results from all three
main sports (rugby, netball and golf). The error was the result of incorrect information supplied
and is regretted.






