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9 December 2007 1500 hours  

MEDIA RELEASE No.5
OPERATION VALOUR

DAY 8
The main focus of the investigation into the burglary of the Army Museum at Waiouru in the early hours of Sunday morning remains in the Waiouru/greater Ruapehu area.   Detective Senior Sergeant BENSEMANN said that, "I believe that the information which will solve this crime and assist in the return of the stolen medal sets is with the residents of Waiouru and the surrounding areas."     
Detective Senior Sergeant BENSEMANN said that the scene examination of the Museum premises was complete and was now in the 'reconstruction' phase.   "This phase is designed to recreate, as far as is possible, the activities of the offender or offenders from the time that the security of the Museum was breached; what was done inside the premises culminating with the smashing of the glass protecting the medal sets and the removal of these; to the exit and escape of the offender/s from the building and the immediate area," he said.   "The reconstruction process, supported by evidence gathered during the course of the scene examination, was designed to test theories; to point out matters requiring further enquiry and to identify 'leads' to the identification of the offender or offenders."     The Detective Senior Sergeant said that this reconstruction phase had been very successful from this aspect. 
He said that he would expect that the Museum should be handed back to the Museum staff tomorrow morning and he thanked the Curator and his Staff on behalf of the enquiry team for their patience and forbearance over what was a very upsetting period for them.   He also thanked them for the assistance they had given to the ESR Forensic Scientists and the Police Officers of the Crime Scene Team over recent days.

Searches of some of the surrounding area are still to be carried out and it was hoped to complete these in the near future.   Yesterday, with the assistance of the Wellington Police Specialist Search team and Army personnel further areas in the immediate vicinity of the Museum were searched.

There are currently 29 Police staff assigned to the investigation, as a number of personnel have had to return to their home stations because of personal or professional commitments.   Further investigative staff from the Central District would join the enquiry on Monday and other staff were expected to be drafted in from other Districts during the course of the week.   Detective Senior Sergeant BENSEMANN said that he expected that the enquiry would remain based in the Waiouru Military Camp for some time yet until enquiries in the area had been exhausted.
On Saturday night and early Sunday morning an operation was held in Waiouru by OPERATION VALOUR staff and other Police Officers from Taumarunui and the Palmerston North-based TAG Team.   This phase, called OPERATION TRUCKSTOP, was designed to stop and speak to truck drivers passing through Waiouru in an effort to identify any who had been passing through the area at around the time of the offence.   A number of trucks were stopped and the drivers spoken to.   They were given a flyer about the medal theft which incorporated a short questionnaire.   

Wanganui-based Police Iwi Liaison Officer Sergeant Rangi MANIAPOTO spoke to the local Youth Group about the Police Operation on Saturday evening.   

It is reported that the OPERATION VALOUR pages on the New Zealand Police website, www.police@govt.nz had had 396 'hits' since they were posted.   The website also offers the facility to members of the public to contact the investigation team with any information they may have.   The Public can also contact us on the 0800-VALOUR information line.

For further information please contact Detective Dennis O'Rourke

Mobile 027 358-5442

email: Dennis.O'Rourke@police.govt.nz 
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